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In October 1826, a ship arrived at Marseille carrying the first giraffe ever seen in France. A royal offering
from Muhammad Ali, Ottoman Viceroy of Egypt, to King Charles X, she had already traveled 2,000 miles
down the Nile to Alexandria, from where she had sailed across the Mediterranean standing in the hold, her
long neck and head protruding through a hole cut in the deck. In the spring of 1827, after wintering in
Marseille, she was carefully walked 550 miles to Paris to the delight of thousands of onlookers.

The viceroy's tribute was politically motivated: He commanded the Turkish forces then fighting the Greeks
in their war of independence, and hoped his gift would persuade the French not to intervene against him. But
the viceroy and his intentions were quickly forgotten as France fell in love with its "beautiful stranger."
Zarafa chronicles the full story of this remarkable animal, revealing a kaleidoscope of history, science, and
culture that opens an exotic window on the early nineteenth century. From the Enlightenment's blossoming
fascination with science to Napoleon's ill-fated invasion of Egypt in 1798–from the eminent French naturalist
Étienne Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire to Bernardino Drovetti, French consul general in Egypt and tomb robber
extraordinaire–the era was full of memorable events and characters. Michael Allin deftly weaves them into
the story with an appreciation for detail and an uncommon affection.

The giraffe's strange and wonderful journey linked Africa and Europe in mutual discovery. Although her
arrival did not keep the French out of Ali's war, she became an instant celebrity in Paris and over the next
eighteen years she fascinated all of Europe. Through Michael Allin's narrative skill, Zarafa stirs the
imagination as it provides a new context for the history of a distant age.
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From reader reviews:

Bill Dildy:

The book Zarafa: A Giraffe's True Story, from Deep in Africa to the Heart of Paris can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing
like a book Zarafa: A Giraffe's True Story, from Deep in Africa to the Heart of Paris? A few of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Zarafa: A Giraffe's True Story, from Deep in
Africa to the Heart of Paris has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can search the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

William Evans:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Zarafa: A Giraffe's True Story, from
Deep in Africa to the Heart of Paris which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Eric Rodriguez:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With the
book Zarafa: A Giraffe's True Story, from Deep in Africa to the Heart of Paris we can have more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Zarafa: A Giraffe's True
Story, from Deep in Africa to the Heart of Paris. You can more inviting than now.

Brandon Seymour:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Zarafa: A Giraffe's True Story, from Deep in Africa to the Heart of Paris when you required
it?
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