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Human rights activism is often associated with international organizations that try to affect the behavior of
abusive states around the globe. In Barrancabermeja, Colombia, argues Luis van Isschot in The Social Origin
of Human Rights, the struggle for rights has emerged more organically and locally, out of a long history of
civil and social organizing. He offers deep insight into the lives of home-grown activists in a conflict zone,
against the backdrop of major historical changes that shaped Latin America in the twentieth century.
            Built by Standard Oil in 1919, and home to the largest petroleum refinery in the country,
Barrancabermeja has long been a critical battleground in Colombia’s armed conflict. One of the most
militarized urban areas on earth, the city has been a regional base for the Colombian armed forces as well as
for leftist guerrillas and a national paramilitary movement. In the midst of a dirty war in which the majority
of victims were civilians, urban and rural social movements from Barrancabermeja and the surrounding area
came together to establish a human rights movement. These frontline activists called upon the Colombian
state to protect basic human rights and denounced the deeper socioeconomic inequalities they saw as sources
of conflict. Through close study of the complex dynamics at work in Barrancabermeja, van Isschot shows
how the efforts we describe as “human rights” activism derive in large part from these lived experiences of
authoritarianism, war, poverty, and social exclusion. Through its social and historical approach, his analysis
both complements and challenges the work of scholars who look at rights issues primarily through a legal
lens.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Wilson:

The book The Social Origins of Human Rights: Protesting Political Violence in Colombia’s Oil Capital,
1919–2010 (Critical Human Rights) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem
using your subject. If you can make examining a book The Social Origins of Human Rights: Protesting
Political Violence in Colombia’s Oil Capital, 1919–2010 (Critical Human Rights) to get your habit, you can
get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some
or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a guide The Social Origins of
Human Rights: Protesting Political Violence in Colombia’s Oil Capital, 1919–2010 (Critical Human Rights).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Sharon Lopez:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Social Origins of Human Rights: Protesting Political Violence in
Colombia’s Oil Capital, 1919–2010 (Critical Human Rights) book is readable simply by you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving The Social Origins of Human
Rights: Protesting Political Violence in Colombia’s Oil Capital, 1919–2010 (Critical Human Rights) content
conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Social Origins of
Human Rights: Protesting Political Violence in Colombia’s Oil Capital, 1919–2010 (Critical Human Rights)
is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jolene Rivera:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book
that need more time to be learn. The Social Origins of Human Rights: Protesting Political Violence in
Colombia’s Oil Capital, 1919–2010 (Critical Human Rights) can be your answer because it can be read by
anyone who have those short time problems.

Marian Buell:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Social Origins of Human Rights: Protesting
Political Violence in Colombia’s Oil Capital, 1919–2010 (Critical Human Rights) was bright colored and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book The Social Origins of Human Rights: Protesting Political



Violence in Colombia’s Oil Capital, 1919–2010 (Critical Human Rights) has many kinds or type. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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