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Primitive Renaissance argues that the radicality of early-twentieth-century movements such as expressionism
was not their modernism but rather their primitivism. At the heart of the work of Friedrich Nietzsche, Pablo
Picasso, Wassily Kandinsky, Carl Einstein, and others was a critique of modernity through a primitivist
aesthetic that privileged art over science and reason. Although drawing on non-European cultural traditions,
the new aesthetic was not merely exoticism, an artistic phase or fad that opened a window on the cultural
other. It was conceived less as a simple negation of the trappings of civilization than as a more pervasive and
structured critique of how life is organized in the modern world. Based on a traditionalist rather than
Enlightenment view of the function of art in society, primitivism contended that art provides the core mythic
structure for human consciousness. On a broader level, by negating modernity, primitivism also challenged
its inevitability. Modernity became one of a number of equally plausible cultural strategies for organizing
life in the contemporary world.
 
Ranging insightfully across the visual arts, literature, and philosophy, Primitive Renaissance offers a
provocative reassessment of the significance of primitivism and its contribution to the intellectual, artistic,
and cultural climate of Europe in the early twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

James Roberts:

The book Primitive Renaissance: Rethinking German Expressionism (Modern German Culture and
Literature) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the best thing like a book Primitive Renaissance: Rethinking German Expressionism (Modern German
Culture and Literature)? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Primitive
Renaissance: Rethinking German Expressionism (Modern German Culture and Literature) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Ismael Soliz:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Primitive Renaissance:
Rethinking German Expressionism (Modern German Culture and Literature) which is getting the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Debra Unger:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Primitive Renaissance: Rethinking German
Expressionism (Modern German Culture and Literature) can give you a lot of pals because by you
investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information
that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Primitive Renaissance: Rethinking German Expressionism
(Modern German Culture and Literature).

Walter Rojas:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Primitive Renaissance: Rethinking
German Expressionism (Modern German Culture and Literature) to make your current reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book
to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Primitive



Renaissance: Rethinking German Expressionism (Modern German Culture and Literature) can to be your
brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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