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A study of the politics of rice in Canton, this book sheds new light on the local history of the city and
illuminates how China's struggles with food shortages in the early twentieth century unfolded and the ways
in which they were affected by the rise of nationalism and the fluctuation of global commerce.

Author Seung-joon Lee profiles Canton as an exemplary site of provisioning, a critical gateway for foreign
rice importation and distribution through the Pearl River Delta, which found its prized import, and thus its
food security, threatened by the rise of Chinese nationalism. Lee argues that the modern Chinese state's
attempts to promote domestically-produced "national rice" and to tax rice imported through the transnational
trade networks were doomed to failure, as a focus on rice production ignored the influential factor of rice
quality. Indeed, China's domestic rice promotion program resulted in an unprecedented famine in Canton in
1936. This book contends that the ways in which the Guomindang government dealt with the issue of food
security, and rice in particular, is best understood in the context of its preoccupation with science,
technology, and progressivism, a departure from the conventional explanations that cite governmental
incompetence.
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From reader reviews:

Nick Jansen:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These
are reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Gourmets in the Land of Famine: The Culture and Politics of Rice in Modern
Canton.

Inez Tuller:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Gourmets in the Land of Famine: The Culture and
Politics of Rice in Modern Canton will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence
if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored.
It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable
book with you?

Isaiah Owen:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Gourmets in the Land of Famine: The Culture and Politics of Rice in Modern Canton the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can
be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one application form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Gourmets in the Land of Famine:
The Culture and Politics of Rice in Modern Canton giving you a different experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jimmy Stone:

Gourmets in the Land of Famine: The Culture and Politics of Rice in Modern Canton can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Gourmets in the Land of Famine: The Culture and Politics of Rice in Modern Canton
however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that



maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
contemplating.
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