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Chapter 1 Excerpt

1. A belief common to all sects and churches professing Christianity is that Jesus Christ, the Savior and
Redeemer of the human race, established His Church upon the earth by personal ministration in the meridian
of time. Ecclesiastical history, as distinguished from secular history, deals with the experiences of the
Church from the time of its establishment. The conditions under which the Church was founded first claim
our attention. 2. At the beginning of the Christian era, the Jews, in common with most other nations, were
subjects of the Roman empire. — (See Note 1, end of chapter.) They were allowed a considerable degree of
liberty in maintaining their religious observances and national customs generally, but their status was far
from that of a free and independent people. 3. The period was one of comparative peace,— a time marked by
fewer wars and less dissension than the empire had known for many years. These conditions were favorable
for the mission of the Christ, and for the founding of His Church on earth. 4. The religious systems extant at
the time of Christ's earthly ministry may be classified in a general way as Jewish and Pagan, with a minor
system — the Samaritan — which was essentially a mixture of the other two. The children of Israel alone
proclaimed the existence of the true and living God; they alone looked forward to the advent of the Messiah,
whom mistakenly they awaited as a prospective conqueror coming to crush the enemies of their nation. All
other nations, tongues, and peoples bowed to pagan deities, and their worship comprised naught but the
sensual rites of heathen idolatry. Paganism —(See Note 2, end of chapter.) was a religion of form and
ceremony, based on polytheism — a belief in the existence of a multitude of gods, which deities were subject
to all the vices and passions of humanity, while distinguished by immunity from death. Morality and virtue
were unknown as elements of heathen service; and the dominant idea in pagan worship was that of
propitiating the gods, in the hope of averting their anger and purchasing their favor.
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Windham Press is committed to bringing the lost cultural heritage of ages past into the 21st century through
high-quality reproductions of original, classic printed works at affordable prices.

This book has been carefully crafted to utilize the original images of antique books rather than error-prone
OCR text. This also preserves the work of the original typesetters of these classics, unknown craftsmen who
laid out the text, often by hand, of each and every page you will read. Their subtle art involving judgment
and interaction with the text is in many ways superior and more human than the mechanical methods utilized
today, and gave each book a unique, hand-crafted feel in its text that connected the reader organically to the
art of bindery and book-making.

We think these benefits are worth the occasional imperfection resulting from the age of these books at the
time of scanning, and their vintage feel provides a connection to the past that goes beyond the mere words of
the text.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Dunn:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The Great
Apostasy: Considered In The Light Of Scriptural And Secular History? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Pamela Rhodes:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be The Great Apostasy: Considered In The
Light Of Scriptural And Secular History why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding
the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Robert Defazio:

Beside this specific The Great Apostasy: Considered In The Light Of Scriptural And Secular History in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Great Apostasy: Considered In The Light Of Scriptural
And Secular History because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen
if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Latashia Bartlett:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve The Great Apostasy: Considered In The Light Of Scriptural And Secular History
was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to
get book you wanted.
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