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In the years before his death at age sixty-eight in 1998, Hughes translated several classical works with great
energy and ingenuity. His Tales from Ovid was called "one of the great works of our century" (Michael
Hofmann, The Times, London), his Oresteia of Aeschylus is considered the difinitive version, and his
Phèdrewas acclaimed on stage in New York as well as London. Hughes's version of Euripides's Alcestis, the
last of his translations, has the great brio of those works, and it is a powerful and moving conclusion to the
great final phase of Hughes's career.

Euripides was, with Aeschylus and Sophocles, one of the greatest of Greek dramatists. Alcestis tells the story
of a king's grief for his wife, Alcestis, who has given her young life so that he may live. As translated by
Hughes, the story has a distinctly modern sensibility while retaining the spirit of antiquity. It is a profound
meditation on human mortality.

Ted Hughes's last book of poems, Birthday Letters, won the Whitbread Book of the Year Prize. He was Poet
Laureate to Queen Elizabeth II and lived in Devon, England until he died in 1998.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Whitaker:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on guardería until university need this kind of Alcestis: A Play to read.

Linda Livingston:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their own
friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that
you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the
e-book untitled Alcestis: A Play can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

James Furlow:

Typically the book Alcestis: A Play has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write
this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Carl Harber:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the Alcestis: A Play when you desired it?
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