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Social science research is emerging on a range of issues around large and small-scale mining, connecting
them to broader social, cultural, political, historical and economic factors rather than purely measuring the
environmental impacts of mining. Within this broader context of global scholarly attention on extractive
industries, this book explores two specific contexts: the cultural politics of coal and coal mining, within the
context of one particular country, India, which is the third largest coal producer in the world. Both contexts
are special; with its separate Ministry, coal occupies pride of place in contemporary India, shaping the
energy future and influencing the economic and political milieu of the country. The supremacy attributed to
coal mining in contemporary India represents how 'coal nationalism' has replaced 'coal colonialism' in the
country, turning this commodity into an icon, a national symbol. In recent years the extraction of coal in
forest-covered resource peripheries has dispossessed and pauperised many tribal and rural communities who
have used these resource-rich lands for their livelihoods for generations. The combustion of coal to produce
electricity constitutes the compelling need, and the factor that prevents the Indian state from fully engaging
with the impending realities of a climate-changed future. All these reasons make the timing of this book of
crucial importance. In particular, The Coal Nation explores the complex history of coal in India; from its
colonial legacies to contemporary cultural and social impacts of mining; land ownership and moral resource
rights; protective legislation for coal as well as for the indigenous and local communities; the question of
legality, illegitimacy and illicit mining and of social justice. Presenting cutting-edge multidisciplinary social
science research on coal and mining in India, The Coal Nation initiates a productive dialogue amongst
academics and between them and activists.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Thomas:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The Coal Nation: Histories, Ecologies and
Politics of Coal in India. Edited by Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt will make you to become smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open
or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Amber Payne:

The book The Coal Nation: Histories, Ecologies and Politics of Coal in India. Edited by Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave the great thing like a book The Coal Nation: Histories, Ecologies and Politics of Coal in India.
Edited by Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
The Coal Nation: Histories, Ecologies and Politics of Coal in India. Edited by Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Dixie Santiago:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The Coal
Nation: Histories, Ecologies and Politics of Coal in India. Edited by Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt your thoughts will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Coal Nation: Histories, Ecologies and Politics
of Coal in India. Edited by Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt giving you yet another experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you
the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Luther Jensen:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't see



colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Coal Nation: Histories, Ecologies and Politics of Coal in India. Edited by Kuntala
Lahiri-Dutt can make you experience more interested to read.
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