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When Sen. Thomas Hart Benton, one of Missouri’s first two senators and the great-uncle of the famous
regionalist painter of the same name, was expecting his second child in 1824, he hoped it would be a boy.
Although he was graced instead with a second girl, he named her Jessie (in honor of his father, Jesse) and
raised her more like a son than a nineteenth-century daughter, introducing her to the leading politicians of the
day and making sure she received an education that emphasized history, literature, and languages. Jessie and
her father were close; Senator Benton was the main influence in her life until 1841, when, at the age of
seventeen, she married army explorer John Charles Frémont against her parents’ wishes.
            Some degree of reconciliation occurred when Benton promoted Frémont’s famous explorations of the
Great West. Jessie remained in Missouri with the couple’s young daughter, Lily, but she later helped to write
and edit reports of her husband’s adventures, and these narratives spread the lure of the West to nineteenth-
century America.
            In 1849 Jessie and Lily made a harrowing and treacherous journey across the Isthmus of Panama to
rendezvous with Frémont in San Francisco. With income from their gold mines, the Frémonts established a
home in California. In 1856, with the country on the brink of civil war, Frémont’s antislavery position was
instrumental in his being chosen as the Republican Party’s first presidential nominee. Jessie was a staunch
campaigner for her husband’s unsuccessful presidential bid, which her father, a lifelong Democrat, refused to
endorse.
            When President Lincoln appointed Frémont as the commander of the Department of the West in
1861, Jessie served as his unofficial aide and closest adviser. In a particularly dramatic incident, she rushed
to Washington, D.C., for a meeting with Lincoln in which she argued passionately for her husband’s
proposal to emancipate the slaves in Missouri.
            After the Civil War, the Frémonts’ financial situation took a downturn. Undaunted, Jessie supported
the family by writing about her adventures in the American West in such works as A Year of American
Travel and Souvenirs of My Time. Like many women of her era, Jessie lived her ambitions largely through
her husband’s career, but she also made a name for herself as a writer and a firm opponent of slavery.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Bannister:

The book Jessie Benton Fremont: Missouri's Trailblazer (Missouri Heritage Readers) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the good thing like a book Jessie Benton Fremont: Missouri's Trailblazer (Missouri Heritage Readers)? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many info for us.
It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for
that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Jessie Benton Fremont: Missouri's
Trailblazer (Missouri Heritage Readers) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Nelson Gendron:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Jessie Benton Fremont: Missouri's
Trailblazer (Missouri Heritage Readers) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Sharon Bradley:

The experience that you get from Jessie Benton Fremont: Missouri's Trailblazer (Missouri Heritage Readers)
will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Jessie Benton Fremont: Missouri's
Trailblazer (Missouri Heritage Readers) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this e-
book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
that Jessie Benton Fremont: Missouri's Trailblazer (Missouri Heritage Readers) instantly.

Ruby Guillen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Jessie Benton Fremont: Missouri's Trailblazer
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