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When countries become more democratic, new opportunities arise for individuals and groups to participate in
politics and influence the making of policy. But democratization does not ensure better representation for
everyone, and indeed some sectors of society are ill-equipped to take advantage of these new opportunities.
Small industry in Mexico, Kenneth Shadlen shows, is an excellent example of a sector whose representation
decreased during democratization.

Shadlen’s analysis focuses on the basic characteristics of small firms that complicate the process of securing
representation in both authoritarian and democratic environments. He then shows how increased pluralism
and electoral competition served to exacerbate the political problems facing the sector during the course of
democratization in Mexico. These characteristics created problems for small firms both in acting collectively
through interest associations and civil society organizations and in wielding power within political parties.
The changes that democratization effected in the structure of corporatism put small industry at a significant
disadvantage in the policy-making arena even while there was general agreement on the crucial importance
of this sector in the new neoliberal economy, especially for generating employment. The final chapter
extends the analysis by making comparisons with the experience of small industry representation in
Argentina and Brazil.

Shadlen uses extensive interviews and archival research to provide new evidence and insights on the difficult
challenges of interest aggregation and representation for small industry. He conducted interviews with a wide
range of owners and managers of small firms, state and party officials, and leaders of business associations
and civil society organizations. He also did research at the National Archives in Mexico City and in the
archives of the most important business organizations for small industry in the post-World War II period.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Morrow:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy
read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Democratization Without
Representation: The Politics of Small Industry in Mexico is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Patrick Myers:

The particular book Democratization Without Representation: The Politics of Small Industry in Mexico will
bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Democratization
Without Representation: The Politics of Small Industry in Mexico is much recommended to you to read. You
can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Dora Dickey:

The publication untitled Democratization Without Representation: The Politics of Small Industry in Mexico
is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Democratization Without Representation: The Politics of
Small Industry in Mexico from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Raymond Dixon:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Democratization Without Representation: The Politics of Small
Industry in Mexico was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways
to get book you wanted.
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