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A hundred years before Columbus and his fellow Europeans began making their way to the New World,
fleets of giant Chinese junks commanded by the eunuch admiral Zheng He and filled with the empire's finest
porcelains, lacquerware, and silk ventured to the edge of the world's "four corners." It was a time of
exploration and conquest, but it ended in a retrenchment so complete that less than a century later, it was a
crime to go to sea in a multimasted ship. In When China Ruled the Seas, Louise Levathes takes a fascinating
and unprecedented look at this dynamic period in China's enigmatic history, focusing on China's rise as a
naval power that literally could have ruled the world and at its precipitious plunge into isolation when a new
emperor ascended the Dragon Throne.
During the brief period from 1405 to 1433, seven epic expeditions brought China's "treasure ships" across
the China Seas and the Indian Ocean, from Taiwan to the spice islands of Indonesia and the Malabar coast of
India, on to the rich ports of the Persian Gulf and down the African coast, China's "El Dorado," and perhaps
even to Australia, three hundred years before Captain Cook was credited with its discovery. With over 300
ships-some measuring as much as 400 feet long and 160 feet wide, with upwards of nine masts and twelve
sails, and combined crews sometimes numbering over 28,000 men-the emperor Zhu Di's fantastic fleet was a
virtual floating city, a naval expression of his Forbidden City in Beijing. The largest wooden boats ever built,
these extraordinary ships were the most technically superior vessels in the world with innovations such as
balanced rudders and bulwarked compartments that predated European ships by centuries. For thirty years
foreign goods, medicines, geographic knowledge, and cultural insights flowed into China at an extraordinary
rate, and China extended its sphere of political power and influence throughout the Indian Ocean.
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From reader reviews:

Marc Gaul:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book When China Ruled the Seas: The Treasure Fleet of the
Dragon Throne, 1405-1433 had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication When China Ruled the Seas: The Treasure
Fleet of the Dragon Throne, 1405-1433 is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship together with the book When China Ruled the Seas: The Treasure Fleet of the Dragon
Throne, 1405-1433. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Christopher Kennedy:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The When China Ruled the Seas: The
Treasure Fleet of the Dragon Throne, 1405-1433 is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Bonnie Lugo:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and When China Ruled the Seas: The Treasure Fleet
of the Dragon Throne, 1405-1433 or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes When China Ruled the Seas: The Treasure Fleet of the Dragon Throne,
1405-1433 to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Scott Fisher:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By book When China Ruled the Seas: The Treasure Fleet of the Dragon Throne, 1405-1433 we can get more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Only
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book
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