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Describes the history of the places and people of Brockton (North Bridgewater) from 1645 through 1911.
Foreword by Kenneth R. Feinberg as follows: Brockton is a state of mind. Its history, going all the way back
to the mid-17th Century, and continuing until the present time, tells us a great deal about the character of the
City and its diverse population. Brockton grew up with the Nation. As the United States became an industrial
giant in the 19th and 20th Centuries, so, too, did Brockton lead the way, primarily with a huge expanding
shoe industry. “Shoes from Brockton” was the phrase heard around the world. (During the American Civil
War, half the shoes worn by Union soldiers were manufactured in Brockton.) And with this flourishing
industry, came a civic responsibility shared by employers and employees alike. Pride in Brockton was the
watch word. And the business community, in particular, gave back to Brockton, donating land for public use
and supporting numerous secular and religious charitable causes. Meanwhile, a Brockton
population—consisting of a healthy mix of Yankee and immigrant residents—became a melting pot in which
a rising tide of economic success raised all ships and triggered a civic sense of optimism in all Brockton
citizens. It is this community-wide sense of optimism—a collective belief that life’s goals could be achieved
through personal initiative, determination and allegiance to a communitarian ethic—that accounts for the
uniqueness that can be found in Brockton’s history. Shared values, community support for each other, a work
ethic grounded in cooperation and an optimistic look at the future, all made Brockton a true 19th and 20th
Century success story. Even today—with Brockton shoe factories being converted into condominiums and
rental apartments, and with community-wide optimism diminished by concerns about Brockton’s
future—there still remains a recognition that Brockton is “special,” that its history and heritage will yet
provide the blueprint for a new success story. In this excellent history of Brockton, author Kenneth E.
Bingham tells the story of Brockton’s beginnings, from its early days as North Bridgewater through its era as
an industrial powerhouse in early twentieth century America. Examining these pages gives the reader a clear
understanding of why Brockton is unique and why, despite all challenges and setbacks, there is a real
enthusiasm and civic pride that can never be extinguished. —Kenneth R. Feinberg Kenneth R. Feinberg is a
former Brockton resident who served as Administrator of the Federal September 11 Victim Compensation
Fund and One Fund Boston.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Burnham:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Brockton Massachusetts
(North Bridgewater): History 1645-1911 book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Susie Vadnais:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may
be the guide untitled Brockton Massachusetts (North Bridgewater): History 1645-1911 can be fine book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jason Cook:

Beside this Brockton Massachusetts (North Bridgewater): History 1645-1911 in your phone, it can give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have Brockton Massachusetts (North Bridgewater): History 1645-1911 because this book
offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this
book as well as read it from now!

Heather Bly:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Brockton Massachusetts (North Bridgewater):
History 1645-1911 can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have
point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Brockton
Massachusetts (North Bridgewater): History 1645-1911.
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