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In many of the world's religions, both polytheistic and monotheistic, a seemingly enigmatic and paradoxical
image is found--that of the god who worships. Various interpretations of this seeming paradox have been
advanced. Some suggest that it represents sacrifice to a higher deity. Proponents of anthropomorphic
projection say that the gods are just "big people" and that images of human religious action are simply
projected onto the deities. However, such explanations do not do justice to the complexity and diversity of
this phenomenon.

In Religion of the Gods, Kimberley C. Patton uses a comparative approach to take up anew a longstanding
challenge in ancient Greek religious iconography: why are the Olympian gods depicted on classical pottery
making libations? The sacrificing gods in ancient Greece are compared to gods who perform rituals in six
other religious traditions: the Vedic gods, the heterodox god Zurvan of early Zoroastrianism, the Old Norse
god Odin, the Christian God and Christ, the God of Judaism, and Islam's Allah. Patton examines the
comparative evidence from a cultural and historical perspective, uncovering deep structural resonances while
also revealing crucial differences.

Instead of looking for invisible recipients or lost myths, Patton proposes the new category of "divine
reflexivity." Divinely performed ritual is a self-reflexive, self-expressive action that signals the origin of
ritual in the divine and not the human realm. Above all, divine ritual is generative, both instigating and
inspiring human religious activity. The religion practiced by the gods is both like and unlike human religious
action. Seen from within the religious tradition, gods are not "big people," but other than human. Human
ritual is directed outward to a divine being, but the gods practice ritual on their own behalf. "Cultic time," the
symbiotic performance of ritual both in heaven and on earth, collapses the distinction between cult and
theology each time ritual is performed. Offering the first comprehensive study and a new theory of this
fascinating phenomenon, Religion of the Gods is a significant contribution to the fields of classics and
comparative religion. Patton shows that the god who performs religious action is not an anomaly, but holds a
meaningful place in the category of ritual and points to a phenomenologically universal structure within
religion itself.

 Download Religion of the Gods: Ritual, Paradox, and Reflexi ...pdf

 Read Online Religion of the Gods: Ritual, Paradox, and Refle ...pdf

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=019509106X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=019509106X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=019509106X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=019509106X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=019509106X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=019509106X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=019509106X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=019509106X


Download and Read Free Online Religion of the Gods: Ritual, Paradox, and Reflexivity Kimberley
Christine Patton

From reader reviews:

Pearlie Henry:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Religion of the Gods: Ritual,
Paradox, and Reflexivity. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Donald Rose:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Religion of the Gods: Ritual, Paradox,
and Reflexivity book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Willette Bickel:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Religion of
the Gods: Ritual, Paradox, and Reflexivity suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Religion of the Gods: Ritual, Paradox, and Reflexivityis a
single of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women
in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core
of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to
see the represented of the world on this book.

John Negron:

The book untitled Religion of the Gods: Ritual, Paradox, and Reflexivity contain a lot of information on this.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.
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