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Around the year 1049, William, Duke of Normandy and future conqueror of England, raced to the palace of
Baldwin V, Count of Flanders. The count’s eldest daughter, Matilda, had refused William’s offer of marriage
and publicly denounced him as a bastard. Encountering the young woman, William furiously dragged her to
the ground by her hair and beat her mercilessly. Matilda’s outraged father immediately took up arms on his
daughter’s behalf. But just a few days later, Baldwin was aghast when Matilda, still recovering from the
assault, announced that she would marry none but William, since “he must be a man of great courage and
high daring” to have ventured to “come and beat me in my own father’s palace.”
 
Thus began the tempestuous marriage of Matilda of Flanders and William the Conqueror. While William’s
exploits and triumphs have been widely chronicled, his consort remains largely overlooked. Now, in her
groundbreaking Queen of the Conqueror, acclaimed author and historian Tracy Borman weaves together a
comprehensive and illuminating tapestry of this noble woman who stood only four-foot-two and whose role
as the first crowned Queen of England had a large and lasting influence on the English monarchy.
 
From a wealth of historical artifacts and documents, Matilda emerges as passionate, steadfast, and wise, yet
also utterly ruthless and tenacious in pursuit of her goals, and the only person capable of taming her
formidable husband—who, unprecedented for the period, remained staunchly faithful to her. This mother of
nine, including four sons who went on to inherit William’s French and English dominions, confounded the
traditional views of women in medieval society by seizing the reins of power whenever she had the chance,
directing her husband’s policy, and at times flagrantly disobeying his orders.
 
Tracy Borman lays out Matilda’s remarkable story against one of the most fascinating and transformative
periods in European history. Stirring, richly detailed, and wholly involving, Queen of the Conqueror reveals
not just an extraordinary figure but an iconic woman who shaped generations, and an era that cast the
essential framework for the world we know today.

Praise for Queen of the Conqueror
 
“[Tracy Borman] brings to life Queen Matilda’s enormous accomplishments in consolidating early Norman
rule. Alongside her warrior husband, William I, Matilda brought legitimacy, a deeper degree of education,
diplomatic savvy and artistic and religious flowering to the shared Norman-English throne. Borman . . . the
chief executive of Britain’s Heritage Education Trust, fleshes out the personality of this fascinating woman,
who set the steely precedent for subsequent English female sovereigns by displaying great longevity and
stamina in a rough, paternalistic time. . . . A richly layered treatment of the stormy reign that yielded the
incomparable Bayeux Tapestry and the Domesday Book.”—Kirkus Reviews
 
“Tracy Borman tells this story with a steady eye and a steady hand, tracing what can be known of Matilda’s
part in the events that were to change the course of English history.”—Helen Castor, Literary Review
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From reader reviews:

Velma Stuart:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Queen of the Conqueror: The Life of
Matilda, Wife of William I, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Theresa Gayle:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Queen of the Conqueror: The Life
of Matilda, Wife of William I which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Irene Allen:

You can find this Queen of the Conqueror: The Life of Matilda, Wife of William I by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.

Wesley Binns:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Queen of the Conqueror: The Life of Matilda, Wife of William I
can make you sense more interested to read.
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