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In 1976, the Northwest Minnesota Regional History Center, a part of the Minnesota Historical Society,
conducted a bi-centennial project to record the voices of first and second generation Scandinavian
Immigrants in the Upper Midwest, especially in the Red River Valley of Minnesota and North Dakota. The
author traveled to their homes and interviewed more than a hundred immigrants or their children to gather
information on the immigrant experience. Among the issues explored with these people were conditions in
the home country, reasons for emigration, the route of the emigrations and the voyage to America, initial
impressions, and the first year in America. The statistical information on this immigration experience,
especially for the Norwegians and the Swedes, is quite excellent, but the oral history project was also
attempting to capture the intense feelings of the “divided heart” and the psychological crisis of leaving
family and friends behind. The interviews also attempted to gather information as to the acculturation of the
immigrants. Which new aspects of America did they accept and which did they reject? Finally, the project
attempted to measure the retention of Scandinavian traditions and attitudes as they existed at the time of the
Bi-centennial. The Swedes, the Norwegians, the Danes, the Icelanders, and the Finns told of their retention
of customs, of their church, of their educational experiences, of their language, of their literature, of their
music, and, of course, of their cuisine. This book is arranged with separate chapters to examine these issues,
mostly using the verbatim transcripts of the interviews. An old Icelandic woman describes traveling by
covered wagon to the plains of North Dakota. An old Norwegian man describes patrolling the Swedish
border when war threatened in 1905. An old Swedish woman describes homesteading on the prairie. These
are wonderful and poignant words, but a transcript can never capture the musical brogue describing the
longing for Norway nor can they portray the tear that rolls down a face as a man describes that last Christmas
in Sweden. The author is a retired professor of history who taught at Luther College, North Dakota State
University, and Minnesota State University Moorhead.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Haskin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Prairie Voices: An Oral History of Scandinavian Americans in the Upper
Midwest. Try to make book Prairie Voices: An Oral History of Scandinavian Americans in the Upper
Midwest as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Sandra Spier:

This book untitled Prairie Voices: An Oral History of Scandinavian Americans in the Upper Midwest to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you
can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can
order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past
this guide from your list.

Jennifer Jones:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Prairie Voices: An Oral History of Scandinavian
Americans in the Upper Midwest was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Prairie Voices: An Oral History of Scandinavian Americans in the Upper Midwest has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you
are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.

Bessie Starns:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful pictures
on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this time,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Prairie Voices: An Oral History of Scandinavian Americans in the Upper Midwest can make you sense
more interested to read.
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