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The extraordinarily rich cultural legacy of the Roman world has had a profound affect world civilization.
Roman achievements in architecture, law, politics, literature, war, and philosophy serve as the foundation of
modern Western society. Now, for the first time in an A-Z format, A Dictionary of the Roman Empire
assembles the people, places, events, and ideas of this remarkable period in one easy-to-use source. With
over 1,900 entries covering more than five hundred years of Roman history, from Julius Caesar and the
Gallic Wars (59-51 B.C.) to the fall of Romulus Augustus, the last Roman emperor (476 A.D.), this
accessible guide provides quick reference to one of the most studied periods of all antiquity.
Every aspect of Roman life is included. Here are profiles of the great emperors, such as Marcus Aurelius,
one of the most profoundly intellectual monarchs in western civilization, and the aberrant Gaius Caligula,
who, after draining the Roman treasury with his eccentric behavior, made it a capital crime for citizens not to
bequeath him their estates. Informative entries describe the complex workings of Roman government, such
as census taking, the creation of civil service, coinage, and the venerable institution of the Senate, and offer
insight into the various trends and cultural tastes that developed throughout Roman history. For example, a
discussion on baths, the most common type of building in the Roman Empire, demonstrates the unique
intermingling of luxury, community, recreation, and, in the provinces, an association with Rome, that served
as the focus of any city aspiring to greatness. Other entries describe the practice of paganism, marriage and
divorce, ludi (public games held to entertain the Roman populace), festivals of the Roman year, and gluttony
(epitomized by famous gourmands such as the emperor Vitellius, who according to the historian Suetonius,
lived for food, banqueting three or four times a day, routinely vomiting up his meal and starting over). Also
featured are longer essays on such topics as art and architecture, gods and goddesses, and the military, as
well as a chronology, a short glossary of Roman terms, and appendices listing the emperors of the Empire
and diagram the often intertwined family trees of ruling dynasties.
Comprehensive, authoritative, and illustrated with over sixty illustrations and maps, A Dictionary of the
Roman Empire provides easy access to the remarkable civilization upon which Western society was built.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Naylor:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you
personally but the problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This A
Dictionary of the Roman Empire is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Richard Swisher:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A Dictionary of the Roman Empire, you
are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Jerry Bates:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This A Dictionary of the Roman Empire is
simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Sarah Winship:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book A Dictionary of the Roman Empire to make your
current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try
to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially.
It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the guide A
Dictionary of the Roman Empire can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of this time.
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