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In the past decade, hundreds of thousands of women from poorer countries have braved treacherous journeys
to richer countries to work as poorly paid domestic workers. Scholars and activists denounce compromised
forms of citizenship that expose these women to at times shocking exploitation and abuse.

In From Servants to Workers, Shireen Ally asks whether the low wages and poor working conditions so
characteristic of migrant domestic work can truly be resolved by means of the extension of citizenship rights.
Following South Africa's "miraculous" transition to democracy, more than a million poor black women who
had endured a despotic organization of paid domestic work under apartheid became the beneficiaries of one
of the world's most impressive and extensive efforts to formalize and modernize paid domestic work through
state regulation. Instead of undergoing a dramatic transformation, servitude relations stubbornly resisted
change. Ally locates an explanation for this in the tension between the forms of power deployed by the state
in its efforts to protect workers, on the one hand, and the forms of power workers recover through the
intimate nature of their work, on the other.

Listening attentively to workers' own narrations of their entry into democratic citizenship-rights, Ally
explores the political implications of paid domestic work as an intimate form of labor. From Servants to
Workers integrates sociological insights with the often-heartbreaking life histories of female domestic
workers in South Africa and provides rich detail of the streets, homes, and churches of Johannesburg where
these women work, live, and socialize.
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From reader reviews:

John Pasko:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled From Servants to Workers: South African Domestic Workers and the
Democratic State. Try to the actual book From Servants to Workers: South African Domestic Workers and
the Democratic State as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside those
of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Judith Smith:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially
book entitled From Servants to Workers: South African Domestic Workers and the Democratic State your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for
but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become
one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The From Servants to
Workers: South African Domestic Workers and the Democratic State giving you another experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Henry Vance:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking From Servants to Workers: South
African Domestic Workers and the Democratic State that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want
to start examining as your good habit, you can pick From Servants to Workers: South African Domestic
Workers and the Democratic State become your own personal starter.

Edith Manning:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is



very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is From Servants to Workers: South
African Domestic Workers and the Democratic State.
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