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Throughout what publisher Henry Luce dubbed the "American century," the United States has wrestled with
two central questions. Should it pursue its security unilaterally or in cooperation with others? If the latter,
how can its interests be best protected against opportunism by untrustworthy partners? In a major attempt to
explain security relations from an institutionalist approach, David A. Lake shows how the answers to these
questions have differed after World War I, during the Cold War, and today. In the debate over whether to
join the League of Nations, the United States reaffirmed its historic policy of unilateralism. After World War
II, however, it broke decisively with tradition and embraced a new policy of cooperation with partners in
Europe and Asia. Today, the United States is pursuing a new strategy of cooperation, forming ad hoc
coalitions and evincing an unprecedented willingness to shape but then work within the prevailing
international consensus on the appropriate goals and means of foreign policy.

In interpreting these three defining moments of American foreign policy, Lake draws on theories of
relational contracting and poses a general theory of security relationships. He arrays the variety of possible
security relationships on a continuum from anarchy to hierarchy, and explains actual relations as a function
of three key variables: the benefits from pooling security resources and efforts with others, the expected costs
of opportunistic behavior by partners, and governance costs. Lake systematically applies this theory to each
of the "defining moments" of twentieth-century American foreign policy and develops its broader
implications for the study of international relations.
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From reader reviews:

Greg Wilson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Entangling Relations as your daily resource information.

Dennis Scott:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Entangling Relations can be great book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Wendy Ray:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Entangling Relations this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of
this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Jeffrey Price:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the Entangling Relations when you necessary it?
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