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The lead writer of the New York Times’s award-winning “Disunion” series introduces William Barker
Cushing, the Civil War’s most celebrated naval hero.

October 1864. The confederate ironclad CSS Albemarle had sunk two federal warships and damaged seven
others, taking control of the Roanoke River and threatening the Union blockade. Twenty-one-year-old navy
lieutenant William Barker Cushing hatched a daring plan: to attack the fearsome warship with a few dozen
men in two small wooden boats. What followed, the close-range torpedoing of the Albemarle and Cushing’s
harrowing two-day escape downriver from vengeful Rebel posses, is one of the most dramatic individual
exploits in American military history.

Theodore Roosevelt said that Cushing “comes next to Farragut on the hero roll of American naval history,”
but most have never heard of him today. Tossed out of the Naval Academy for “buffoonery,” Cushing
proved himself a prodigy in behind-the-lines warfare. Given command of a small union ship, he performed
daring, near-suicidal raids, “cutting out” confederate ships and thwarting blockade runners. With higher
commands and larger ships, Cushing’s exploits grow bolder, culminating in the sinking of the Albemarle.

A thrilling narrative biography, steeped in the tactics, weaponry, and battle techniques of the Union Navy,
Commander Will Cushing brings to life a compelling yet flawed figure. Along with his three brothers,
including one who fell at Gettysburg, Cushing served with bravery and heroism. But he was irascible and
complicated?a loveable rogue, prideful and impulsive, who nonetheless possessed a genius for combat.

In telling Cushing’s story, Malanowski paints a vivid, memorable portrait of the army officials, engineers,
and politicians scrambling to win the war. But he also goes deeper into the psychology of the daredevil
soldier?and what this heroic and tragic figure, who died before his time, can tell us about the ways we
remember the glories of war.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob Keys:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Commander Will
Cushing: Daredevil Hero of the Civil War suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Commander Will Cushing: Daredevil Hero of the Civil Waris
the main one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this book.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
the world in this particular book.

Martha Robertson:

Exactly why? Because this Commander Will Cushing: Daredevil Hero of the Civil War is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Scott Manuel:

You could spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Commander Will Cushing: Daredevil
Hero of the Civil War is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Matthew Simons:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this Commander Will Cushing: Daredevil Hero of the Civil War can make you sense more interested to read.
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