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Provocative essays on language, literature, and the aesthetics of embodiment.

Shocking, brilliant, and eccentric, the French author, translator, and artist Pierre Klossowski (1905–2001)
exerted a profound effect on French intellectual culture throughout the twentieth century. The older brother
of the painter Balthus, secretary to the novelist André Gide, friend to Georges Bataille and Maurice
Blanchot, and heralded as one of the most important voices in the French "return to Nietzsche" by Michel
Foucault and Gilles Deleuze, Klossowski pursued his singular vision of mortal embodiment through a variety
of scholarly manifestations. In Such a Deathly Desire (Un si funeste désir),  Klossowsk's original
interpretation of Nietzsche's eternal return is developed around the enigmatic figure of the "demon" then
deepened with provocative readings of Gide's correspondence; Barbey d'Aurevilly's novel A Married Priest;
and the intertwining of language and death in the work of Bataille, Blanchot, and Brice Parain. The book
concludes with the powerful essay "Nietzsche, Polytheism, and Parody," in which Klossowski articulates the
consequences of the eternal return and the meaning of Nietzsche's genealogy of the fabulation of the world.
Intersecting with and confounding a range of disciplines—including psychoanalysis, literary criticism,
gender studies, and philosophy—Klossowski's critical writings on language, literature, and the aesthetics of
embodiment remain powerful and original contributions to contemporary concerns in the theoretical
humanities.

"Pierre Klossowski was one of the most influential (albeit idiosyncratic) literary figures in France during the
postwar years, yet his work remains strangely unknown in the English-speaking world. Such a Deathly
Desire was one of the essential books of Klossowski's oeuvre, and it includes seminal articles on Gide,
Bataille, and Blanchot, as well as his now-classic essay 'Nietzsche, Polytheism, and Parody.' The appearance
of the book in English has long been anticipated, and we owe an immense debt to Russell Ford for providing
us with an accessible and accurate translation."— Daniel W. Smith, Purdue University
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important for us. The book Such a Deathly Desire (SUNY Series in Contemporary Continental
Philosophy) has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Such a Deathly Desire (SUNY Series in
Contemporary Continental Philosophy) is not only giving you more new information but also to get your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship with all the book Such a Deathly Desire (SUNY Series in Contemporary Continental
Philosophy). You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

James Connell:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
Such a Deathly Desire (SUNY Series in Contemporary Continental Philosophy).

Jeff Sanchez:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Such a Deathly Desire (SUNY Series in
Contemporary Continental Philosophy) is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

April Baker:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Such a Deathly Desire
(SUNY Series in Contemporary Continental Philosophy) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's see.
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