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This captivating history exposes a clandestine world of family and community secrets?incest, abortion, and
infanticide?in the early modern Venetian republic.

With the keen eye of a detective, Joanne M. Ferraro follows the clues in individual cases from the criminal
archives of Venice and reconstructs each one as the courts would have done according to the legal theory of
the day. Lawmakers relied heavily on the depositions of family members, neighbors, and others in the
community to establish the veracity of the victims’ claims. Ferraro recounts this often colorful testimony,
giving voice to the field workers, spinners, grocers, servants, concubines, midwives, physicians, and
apothecaries who gave their evidence to the courts, sometimes shaping the outcomes of the investigations.

Nefarious Crimes, Contested Justice also traces shifting attitudes toward illegitimacy and paternity from the
late sixteenth through the eighteenth centuries. Both the Catholic Church and the Republic of Venice tried to
enforce moral discipline and regulate sex and reproduction. Unmarried pregnant women were increasingly
stigmatized for engaging in sex. Their claims for damages because of seduction or rape were largely
unproven, and the priests and laymen they were involved with were often acquitted of any wrongdoing. The
lack of institutional support for single motherhood and the exculpation of fathers frequently led to abortion,
infant abandonment, or infant death.

In uncovering these hidden sex crimes, Ferraro exposes the further abuse of women by both the men who
perpetrated these illegal acts and the courts that prosecuted them.
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie Nystrom:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
truly feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Nefarious
Crimes, Contested Justice: Illicit Sex and Infanticide in the Republic of Venice, 1557-1789 is kind of e-book
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Eileen Matherly:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Nefarious Crimes, Contested Justice:
Illicit Sex and Infanticide in the Republic of Venice, 1557-1789 book written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
hesitation Nefarious Crimes, Contested Justice: Illicit Sex and Infanticide in the Republic of Venice, 1557-
1789 as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't
ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Bonnie Thorp:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as
of book Nefarious Crimes, Contested Justice: Illicit Sex and Infanticide in the Republic of Venice, 1557-
1789. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one destination to other place.

Steven Strong:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Nefarious Crimes, Contested Justice:
Illicit Sex and Infanticide in the Republic of Venice, 1557-1789 to make your own reading is interesting.
Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to
make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Nefarious Crimes, Contested
Justice: Illicit Sex and Infanticide in the Republic of Venice, 1557-1789 can to be your friend when you're
feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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