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How does our government eavesdrop? Whom do they eavesdrop on? And is the interception of
communication an effective means of predicting and preventing future attacks? These are some of the
questions at the heart of Patrick Radden Keefe’s brilliant new book, Chatter.

In the late 1990s, when Keefe was a graduate student in England, he heard stories about an eavesdropping
network led by the United States that spanned the planet. The system, known as Echelon, allowed America
and its allies to intercept the private phone calls and e-mails of civilians and governments around the world.
Taking the mystery of Echelon as his point of departure, Keefe explores the nature and context of
communications interception, drawing together fascinating strands of history, fresh investigative reporting,
and riveting, eye-opening anecdotes. The result is a bold and distinctive book, part detective story, part
travel-writing, part essay on paranoia and secrecy in a digital age.

Chatter starts out at Menwith Hill, a secret eavesdropping station covered in mysterious, gargantuan golf
balls, in England’s Yorkshire moors. From there, the narrative moves quickly to another American spy
station hidden in the Australian outback; from the intelligence bureaucracy in Washington to the European
Parliament in Brussels; from an abandoned National Security Agency base in the mountains of North
Carolina to the remote Indian Ocean island of Diego Garcia.

As Keefe chases down the truth of contemporary surveillance by intelligence agencies, he unearths reams of
little-known information and introduces us to a rogue’s gallery of unforgettable characters. We meet a
former British eavesdropper who now listens in on the United States Air Force for sport; an intelligence
translator who risked prison to reveal an American operation to spy on the United Nations Security Council;
a former member of the Senate committee on intelligence who says that oversight is so bad, a lot of senators
only sit on the committee for the travel.

Provocative, often funny, and alarming without being alarmist, Chatter is a journey through a bizarre and
shadowy world with vast implications for our security as well as our privacy. It is also the debut of a major
new voice in nonfiction.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Matherly:

This Chatter: Uncovering the Echelon Surveillance Network and the Secret World of Global Eavesdropping
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will
get by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That Chatter: Uncovering the Echelon
Surveillance Network and the Secret World of Global Eavesdropping without we understand teach the one
who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Chatter: Uncovering
the Echelon Surveillance Network and the Secret World of Global Eavesdropping can bring when you are
and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This Chatter: Uncovering the Echelon Surveillance Network and the Secret World of
Global Eavesdropping having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Frances Barrett:

Here thing why this specific Chatter: Uncovering the Echelon Surveillance Network and the Secret World of
Global Eavesdropping are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it
depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Chatter: Uncovering the
Echelon Surveillance Network and the Secret World of Global Eavesdropping giving you information deeper
and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Chatter:
Uncovering the Echelon Surveillance Network and the Secret World of Global Eavesdropping. It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Chatter: Uncovering the Echelon Surveillance Network and the Secret World of Global Eavesdropping in e-
book can be your alternative.

Erin Cummins:

Often the book Chatter: Uncovering the Echelon Surveillance Network and the Secret World of Global
Eavesdropping will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the
idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book
Chatter: Uncovering the Echelon Surveillance Network and the Secret World of Global Eavesdropping is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Jill Lee:

Exactly why? Because this Chatter: Uncovering the Echelon Surveillance Network and the Secret World of



Global Eavesdropping is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going
to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you
I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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