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When Movements Matter accounts for the origins of Social Security as we know it. The book tells the
overlooked story of the Townsend Plan--a political organization that sought to alleviate poverty and end the
Great Depression through a government-provided retirement stipend of $200 a month for every American
over the age of sixty.

Both the Townsend Plan, which organized two million older Americans into Townsend clubs, and the wider
pension movement failed to win the generous and universal senior citizens' pensions their advocates
demanded. But the movement provided the political impetus behind old-age policy in its formative years and
pushed America down the track of creating an old-age welfare state.

Drawing on a wealth of primary evidence, historical detail, and arresting images, Edwin Amenta traces the
ups and downs of the Townsend Plan and its elderly leader Dr. Francis E. Townsend in the struggle to
remake old age. In the process, Amenta advances a new theory of when social movements are influential.

The book challenges the conventional wisdom that U.S. old-age policy was a result mainly of the Depression
or farsighted bureaucrats. It also debunks the current view that America immediately embraced Social
Security when it was adopted in 1935. And it sheds new light on how social movements that fail to achieve
their primary goals can still influence social policy and the way people relate to politics.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Holden:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this When Movements Matter: The
Townsend Plan and the Rise of Social Security (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical,
International, and Comparative Perspectives) book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

David Dabbs:

Here thing why this kind of When Movements Matter: The Townsend Plan and the Rise of Social Security
(Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content
of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. When Movements Matter: The Townsend
Plan and the Rise of Social Security (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and
Comparative Perspectives) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no publication that similar with When Movements Matter: The Townsend Plan and the
Rise of Social Security (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative
Perspectives). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
paper book maybe the form of When Movements Matter: The Townsend Plan and the Rise of Social Security
(Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) in e-book
can be your choice.

Jamie Wallace:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the When Movements Matter: The
Townsend Plan and the Rise of Social Security (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical,
International, and Comparative Perspectives) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.



Edward Reed:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The When Movements Matter: The Townsend Plan and the Rise of Social Security (Princeton
Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) will give you a new
experience in studying a book.
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