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At the end of World War II, over 20,000 French people accused of collaboration with Germany endured a
particularly humiliating act of revenge: their heads were shaved in public. Nearly all those punished were
women. This episode in French history continues to provoke shame and unease and as a result has never
been the subject of a thorough examination.

This groundbreaking book by Fabrice Virgili throws new light on these acts of retribution and reveals that,
contrary to popular belief, a vast number of those women accused were innocent of any sexual involvement
with Germans. Further, this form of punishment was in evidence well before the Liberation and in fact
occurred in most European countries both in the twentieth century and earlier.

Why were these punishments largely directed at women? Was a relationship with a German emblematic of
female collaboration and betrayal, or were contemporary feelings of violence towards the enemy
subsequently re-directed? Answering these questions and many more, Virgili suggests that the punishment
was not only meted out for 'horizontal collaboration' but also for many other forms of involvement, and that
the act of shaving the head was itself a form of sexual punishment. For Virgili, the public nature of the
punishment was a defence strategy, a response to the German Occupation and a reaction to the suffering and
violence that had preceded the Liberation.

This pioneering investigation of one of France's darkest moments will be fascinating reading for anyone
interested in World War II, French history or women's studies.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Rochester:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Shorn Women: Gender and Punishment in Liberation
France. Try to make the book Shorn Women: Gender and Punishment in Liberation France as your close
friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you
can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Daniel Slater:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called Shorn
Women: Gender and Punishment in Liberation France? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Seth Sutherland:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a publication. The book Shorn Women: Gender and Punishment in Liberation France it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
offers high quality.

Heather Stewart:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Shorn Women: Gender and Punishment in Liberation France was filled regarding
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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