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It is not the purpose of this book to present a few selections of oratory, laboriously prepared and polished, or
occasional flashes of brilliant thought. From such efforts, prepared, perhaps, after days of study and repeated
revision, one can form but an imperfect idea of their author. Such a compilation might show the highest
conceptions of the man, and evidence a wide range of thought and a surpassing grandeur of expression; but it
would be but a poor mirror of the man himself in his daily life.

It is due to the people that the largest opportunity be given them to observe the character of their public
servants, to come into closest touch with their daily thoughts, and to know them as they are—not when
prepared for special occasions, but day after day and all the time. It is with this view that this collection of
the speeches of President Harrison is offered to the public. It is a series of instantaneous photographs that
have caught him unawares. The studied pose is wanting, but the pictures are true to life.

There are included the letter of acceptance, the inaugural address, the letter to the commercial congress,
extracts from his last annual message to Congress, his patriotic message on the Chilian affair, and a few
carefully prepared speeches, among them his notable addresses at the banquet of the Michigan Club,
February 22, 1888, and before the Marquette Club at Chicago, March 20, the same year; also his celebrated
speech at Galveston, in April last. All these are among the best models of statesmanlike thought and concise,
forcible, and elegant expression. With these exceptions, the speeches presented were delivered during the
presidential campaign of 1888, often four or five in a day, to visiting delegations of citizens, representing
every occupation and interest, and during his tours of 1890 and 1891, when he often spoke eight or ten times
a day from the platform of his car.

If these speeches contained no other merit, they would be remarkable in the fact that, while delivered during
the excitement of a political campaign and in the hurry of wayside pauses in a journey by railroad, they
contain not one carelessly spoken word that can detract from their dignity, or, by any possible distortion of
language, be turned against their author by his political opponents. With no opportunity for elaborately
studied phrases, he did not utter a word that could be sneered at as weak or commonplace. This fact is all the
more noteworthy when we recall the dismal failures that have been made by others under like circumstances.

A spirit of exalted patriotism and broad statesmanship is apparent in every line; and notwithstanding the
malignity of the partisan assaults that were made upon him, no words of bitterness—only terms of generous
tolerance—characterize his allusions to his political opponents.

With a single notable exception, no thought of sameness or repetition is ever suggested. That exception was
the central thought and vital principle that was at stake in the campaign. One marvels at his versatility in
adapting himself to every occasion, whether he was addressing a delegation of miners, of comrades in war,
or of children from the public schools; we admire the lofty thoughts and the delicious humor; but while he
might soften in tender, playful greeting of children, or live again with his comrades the old life of tent and
field, he never for one moment forgot the great principle whose banner he had been chosen to uphold.



Protection of American industry was always his foremost thought—and how well he presented it! What an
example to the politician who seeks by evasion or silence to avoid the questions at issue!

The book is therefore presented with the gratifying belief that a valuable service has been rendered in
collecting these speeches and putting them in an enduring form, not only because they give the American
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From reader reviews:

Christine Clute:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Speeches of Benjamin Harrison: Twenty-third
President of the United States will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book
with you?

Eric Beasley:

This Speeches of Benjamin Harrison: Twenty-third President of the United States are reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Speeches of Benjamin Harrison:
Twenty-third President of the United States can be one of several great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that might be will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Speeches of Benjamin Harrison: Twenty-third
President of the United States giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Marlys Wieland:

Speeches of Benjamin Harrison: Twenty-third President of the United States can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Speeches of Benjamin Harrison: Twenty-third President of the United States although doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Belinda Kirwin:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Speeches of Benjamin
Harrison: Twenty-third President of the United States which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's find.
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