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Directed by the great Jean Renoir, La Grande Illusion (1937) is the finest of all anti-war films and a
cinematic masterwork. Other films oppose war by showing its horror. Renoir’s film holds the horror at arm’s
length to give us a clearer view of it. A prisoner-of-war drama, with brilliant performances from leading stars
of its period, including Erich von Stroheim and Jean Gabin, the film combines popular appeal with a formal
brilliance that allows a complex examination of how classes, nations and genders interact.

In this comprehensive and readable companion to the film, Martin O’Shaughnessy underlines its sharp
intelligence. He shows how, not content to register the world as it is, the film plays off competing historical
possibilities against each other, facing the public with their responsibility to shape the future. Locating the
film in the context of Renoir’s career, O’Shaughnessy discusses its use of stars, production history, set
design and reception. He compares known drafts of the film with a previously undiscovered story outline,
casting important new light on its genesis. Stressing how it spoke to its times, he also demonstrates how it
speaks to us now.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Alexander:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this La Grande Illusion: French Film Guide (Cine-Files: the French Film
Guides).

Margaret Williams:

The publication untitled La Grande Illusion: French Film Guide (Cine-Files: the French Film Guides) is the
publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share
for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of La Grande Illusion: French Film Guide
(Cine-Files: the French Film Guides) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Sarah Ford:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time
to be learn. La Grande Illusion: French Film Guide (Cine-Files: the French Film Guides) can be your answer
because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Carol Hamilton:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
named of book La Grande Illusion: French Film Guide (Cine-Files: the French Film Guides). You'll be able
to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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