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Growing up as a slave in an urban area of Missouri allowed William Wells Brown to live a life that was
different from that of the plantation slave so often discussed in slave histories. Born in 1814, the son of a
white man and a slave woman, Brown spent the first twenty years of his life mainly in St. Louis and the
surrounding areas working as a house servant, a field hand, a tavern keeper’s assistant, a printer’s helper, an
assistant in a medical office, and a handyman for James Walker, a Missouri slave trader. During his time
with Walker, Brown made three trips up and down the Mississippi River. These trips allowed him to
encounter slavery from every perspective and provided experiences he would draw on throughout his writing
career.

In From Fugitive Slave to Free Man, two of Brown’s best-known writings, Narrative of William W. Brown,
A Fugitive Slave. Written by Himself and My Southern Home: or, The South and Its People, are reprinted
together with an expanded introduction by William L. Andrews. Brown’s Narrative, published in 1847, was
his first autobiographical writing and was received with wide acclaim, going through four American and five
British editions. Only Frederick Douglass’s autobiography sold better, casting a constant shadow over
Brown’s works. Douglass and his life were touted as extraordinary, while Brown was referred to as the
typical “every man’s slave.” However, the life of William Brown and his writings prove otherwise.

Determined to be a man of letters, Brown was the first African American to write a travel book, Three Years
in Europe: or, Places I Have Seen and People I Have Met, which was based on his time abroad in Paris at an
international peace conference and in England on an anti-slavery crusade. A year later he published Clotel,
the first novel written by an African American and the first to exploit the decades-old rumors of an affair
between President Thomas Jefferson and his slave Sally Hemmings. Between 1854 and 1867, Brown
published the first drama by an African American, The Escape: or, A Leap for Freedom, and two volumes of
black history, one of which is the first military history of the African American in the United States.

In 1880, Brown wrote his final autobiography, My Southern Home. In it he endeavors to explain the complex
interrelationships between blacks and whites in the South. Taken together, both of the books included in this
volume provide fascinating contrasts, especially in their depictions of slavery, and illustrate the creative
innovations Brown developed in various forms of life writing—some of which were more experimental than
Douglass’s and more prophetic of the future of African American literature.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Yarbrough:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book From Fugitive Slave to Free Man: The
Autobiographies of William Wells Brown was making you to know about other know-how and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide From Fugitive Slave to Free Man:
The Autobiographies of William Wells Brown is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for
being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship with the book From Fugitive Slave to Free Man: The Autobiographies of William Wells
Brown. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Marina Espinal:

Here thing why this particular From Fugitive Slave to Free Man: The Autobiographies of William Wells
Brown are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in
the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. From Fugitive Slave to Free Man: The
Autobiographies of William Wells Brown giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
book out there but there is no e-book that similar with From Fugitive Slave to Free Man: The
Autobiographies of William Wells Brown. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current
eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy
to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of From Fugitive Slave to Free Man: The Autobiographies of
William Wells Brown in e-book can be your substitute.

Daniel Gordon:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books
in the top record in your reading list is From Fugitive Slave to Free Man: The Autobiographies of William
Wells Brown. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Dwight Bailey:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on



this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this From Fugitive Slave to Free Man: The Autobiographies of William Wells Brown can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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