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Japan has had three Catholic prime ministers, and its current empress was raised and educated in the faith.
How did a non-Christian nation come to foster more Catholic leaders than the United States, particularly
when Protestantism is said to define Christianity in Japan and Catholicism is believed to be but a fleeting
element of the country’s so-called Christian century?

Far from being a relic of the past -- something brought to Japan by sixteenth-century missionaries such as
Francis Xavier and then forgotten -- Catholicism offered, and continues to provide, an authentic way for
Japanese to shape their own cultural identities. This volume documents the appeal of Catholicism not only
among farmers and fishers but also among scientists, diplomats, novelists, and members of the imperial
household who have answered the challenge of Christianity and found inspiration in Catholicism since the
late nineteenth century. Associated with the past, Catholicism has offered many Japanese an alternative way
to maintain tradition and negotiate modernity.

This path-breaking exploration of Catholicism’s long-term influence on Japan challenges the deep-seated
tendency to juxtapose the traditional, non-Christian East with the modern and Christian West.

Contributors: James R. Bartholomew, Kevin M. Doak, Ann M. Harrington, Mariko Ikehara, Mark R.
Mullins, Toshiko Sunami, Mark Williams, Yoshihisa Yamamoto, and Yoshimitsu Yoshihiko (with Charles
C. Campbell)
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From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Xavier's
Legacies: Catholicism in Modern Japanese Culture (Asian Religions and Society Series)? Maybe it is to be
best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book,
you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Dorathy Byers:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Xavier's Legacies:
Catholicism in Modern Japanese Culture (Asian Religions and Society Series). All type of book is it possible
to see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Heidi Odom:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the
top record in your reading list is definitely Xavier's Legacies: Catholicism in Modern Japanese Culture
(Asian Religions and Society Series). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer
in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Ella Woods:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to help year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Xavier's Legacies: Catholicism in Modern Japanese Culture (Asian Religions and
Society Series) we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative
person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Xavier's Legacies: Catholicism in Modern Japanese
Culture (Asian Religions and Society Series). You can more desirable than now.
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