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This award-winning history was the first to provide a detailed and well-documented account of the first
organized Polish immigrant communities in America. Author T. Lindsay Baker, who conducted some of his
research while a Fulbright lecturer at the Technical University of Wrocaw, tells the story of the settlements
founded in Texas in the mid-1850s.

As residents of Upper Silesia, the ethnic Poles bound for Texas had long retained their own language and
adhered to their Catholic faith, despite being politically bound to the Kingdom of Prussia. As farmers and
peasants, they were part of a feudal society, but among those who had some status and capital, freedom was
possible through immigration.

Baker shows that the desire to immigrate to Texas reached a fever pitch in Upper Silesia in the 1850s.
Arriving on the coast at Indianola, Silesian immigrants moved inland and established the first settlement in
present-day Karnes County, naming it Panna Maria. There the Reverend Leopold Moczygemba led the
formation of St. Mary's, the first Polish Catholic church in the United States. Other settlements developed in
a swath of counties from Matagorda northwest to Bandera; the only settlements outside that area were in
Hidalgo County in the Rio Grande Valley and Carson County in the Panhandle.

The Civil War, some hostile nativist Americans, droughts, and other difficulties of frontier life did not lay
waste to the settlers' way of life. As Baker shows, the Silesian settlements of Texas had a far-reaching
impact. For example, Peter Kiobassa left Texas after the Civil War and settled in Chicago, where he helped
establish that city's first Polish Catholic community and then entered politics, becoming the first Polish-born
state legislator in America.
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From reader reviews:

George Lehman:

The book The First Polish Americans: Silesian Settlements in Texas make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The
First Polish Americans: Silesian Settlements in Texas to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything
if you like open up and read a publication The First Polish Americans: Silesian Settlements in Texas. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Crystal Dewitt:

The ability that you get from The First Polish Americans: Silesian Settlements in Texas is the more deep you
excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to know but The First Polish Americans: Silesian Settlements in Texas giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through
anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular The First Polish Americans:
Silesian Settlements in Texas instantly.

Chad Wright:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This book The First Polish Americans: Silesian Settlements in Texas was filled with regards
to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Gerri Pettit:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The First Polish Americans: Silesian
Settlements in Texas to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
open up a book and learn it. Beside that the guide The First Polish Americans: Silesian Settlements in Texas
can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of



this time.
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