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A global traveler and adventurer, the German author Friedrich Gerstäcker (1816--1872) first arrived in
Louisiana in March 1838, paddling the waterways leading from the wilds of the northwestern part of the
state near Shreveport south to cosmopolitan New Orleans. He returned to the state in 1842, living for a year
in the areas of Bayou Sara, St. Francisville, and Pointe Coupée -- then considered the most beautiful garden
and plantation land along the Mississippi River. In 1867 he briefly visited Louisiana again, observing the
devastation wrought by the Civil War and the turmoil of Reconstruction.

No mere armchair tourist, Gerstäcker fully engaged himself in exploring Louisiana -- its landscapes, peoples,
and Peculiar Institution. He was in the unique position of being both an insider and an outsider, and his
sojourns in the state served as the basis for travel books, short stories, and novels. Gerstäcker was a
remarkable raconteur and a highly popular author. During his lifetime and beyond, his writings conveyed the
tenor of southern life to a German-speaking audience. Now, compiled and translated into English by Irene S.
Di Maio, they offer a window on nineteenth-century Louisiana across several decades of growth and
upheaval.

Gerstäcker's aim as a writer was to inform and entertain, especially through humor, drama, and suspense. His
works -- including his fiction -- sustain an almost ethnographic level of detail. The stories, travel sketches,
and novel excerpts included here comment on slavery and its aftermath, ethnic and racial diversity,
transcultural relations, and immigration and multilingualism. Gerstäcker's impressions of Louisiana remain
relevant and deeply engaging
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Glover:

Here thing why this specific Gerstäcker's Louisiana: Fiction and Travel Sketches from Antebellum Times
through Reconstruction are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good
however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Gerstäcker's
Louisiana: Fiction and Travel Sketches from Antebellum Times through Reconstruction giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that
similar with Gerstäcker's Louisiana: Fiction and Travel Sketches from Antebellum Times through
Reconstruction. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Gerstäcker's Louisiana: Fiction and Travel Sketches from
Antebellum Times through Reconstruction in e-book can be your choice.

Kyle Gill:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one
with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Gerstäcker's Louisiana: Fiction and Travel
Sketches from Antebellum Times through Reconstruction is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Zoe Harris:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Gerstäcker's Louisiana: Fiction and Travel Sketches from Antebellum Times through
Reconstruction offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Dale Vaught:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve Gerstäcker's Louisiana: Fiction and Travel Sketches from
Antebellum Times through Reconstruction was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your



knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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