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In the popular imagination, the roots of environmentalism lie in actions undertaken at the beginning of the
twentieth century to conserve the nation’s natural resources and preserve its scenic wonders. To some extent,
those who have chronicled environmentalism have reinforced this perception, often writing about the heroes
who helped create national parks and save forests rather than considering fundamental trends. Although most
make some mention of reformers who stressed curbing pollution and urban clean-up in the period after 1945,
environmental histories rarely integrate the three strands of the movement into one comprehensive study.

In Preserving the Nation, Thomas Wellock explores the international, rural, and industrial roots of modern
environmentalism that emerged in the last half of the nineteenth century—three related movements in
response to a rapidly expanding economy and population that depleted the nation’s resources, damaged land
in rural areas, and blighted cities. The first group favored the conservation and efficient management of
natural resources for production. The second, the preservationists, sought to protect scenic and wilderness
areas and to sustain the spirit of the nation’s pioneer heritage and virility. The third group, the urban
environmentalists, sought reform to control industrial pollution and retard urban decay. Politically powerful
and widely admired, resource management overshadowed the other two movements until the 1950s. After
World War II, the two less-powerful strands of the movement, preservationism and urban environmentalism,
wove into one, as the accelerating effects of affluence, scientific discovery, Cold War concerns, and
suburbanization led the public to value outdoor amenities and a healthy environment. This renamed
“environmental” movement focused less on efficient use of resources and more on creating healthy
ecosystems and healthy people free of risks from pollution and hazardous wastes. By 1970,
environmentalism enjoyed widespread popular support and bipartisan appeal.

What all three movements always shared was a common recognition of the limits of America’s natural
resources and environment, a belief in preserving them for generations to come, and a faith in at least some
government environmental action rather than relying purely on private solutions. Not only does the history of
these movements bring to light much about the expanding role of government in environmental regulation
and the growth of the modern American state, but a look at environmental campaigns over the course of the
twentieth century reveals a great deal about the racial, gender, and class divisions at work in the ongoing
efforts to preserve the environment.

Accessible, insightful, and highly affordable, Preserving the Nation makes an ideal core text for use in
courses in Environmental History as well as thought-provoking supplemental reading for Twentieth-century
America and the U.S. survey.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Riggins:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Preserving the Nation: The Conservation and
Environmental Movements 1870 - 2000. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As
long as we know about how is important some sort of book Preserving the Nation: The Conservation and
Environmental Movements 1870 - 2000. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Cynthia Bryant:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Preserving the Nation: The
Conservation and Environmental Movements 1870 - 2000 is simple to bring you can read it in the park your
car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Opal Moffett:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Preserving the Nation: The Conservation and Environmental
Movements 1870 - 2000 was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge
about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If
you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Kirk Nutter:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Preserving the Nation: The Conservation and Environmental Movements
1870 - 2000 can make you sense more interested to read.
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