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While millions of Americans were defending liberty against the Nazis, liberty was under vicious attack at
home. One of the worst outbreaks of religious persecution in U.S. history occurred during World War II
when Jehovah's Witnesses were intimidated, beaten, and even imprisoned for refusing to salute the flag or
serve in the armed forces.

Determined to claim their First Amendment rights, Jehovah's Witnesses waged a tenacious legal campaign
that led to twenty-three Supreme Court rulings between 1938 and 1946. Now Shawn Peters has written the
first complete account of the personalities, events, and institutions behind those cases, showing that they
were more than vindication for unpopular beliefs-they were also a turning point in the nation's constitutional
commitment to individual rights.

Peters begins with the story of William Gobitas, a Jehovah's Witness whose children refused to salute the
flag at school. He follows this famous case to the Supreme Court, where he captures the intellectual sparring
between Justices Frankfurter and Stone over individual liberties; then he describes the aftermath of the
Court's ruling against Gobitas, when angry mobs savagely assaulted Jehovah's Witnesses in hundreds of
communities across America.

Judging Jehovah's Witnesses tells how persecution much of it directed by members of patriotic organizations
like the American Legion touched the lives of Witnesses of all ages; why the Justice Department and state
officials ignored the Witnesses' pleas for relief; and how the ACLU and liberal clergymen finally stepped
forward to help them. Drawing on interviews with Witnesses and extensive research in ACLU archives, he
examines the strategies that beleaguered Witnesses used to combat discrimination and goes beyond the
familiar Supreme Court rulings by analyzing more obscure lower court decisions as well.

By vigorously pursuing their cause, the Witnesses helped to inaugurate an era in which individual and
minority rights emerged as matters of concern for the Supreme Court and foreshadowed events in the civil
rights movement. Like the classics Gideon's Trumpet and Simple Justice, Judging Jehovah's Witnesses
vividly narrates a moving human drama while reminding us of the true meaning of our Constitution and the
rights it protects.
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From reader reviews:

Carmen Jensen:

This Judging Jehovah's Witnesses: Religious Persecution and the Dawn of the Rights Revolution usually are
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Judging
Jehovah's Witnesses: Religious Persecution and the Dawn of the Rights Revolution can be on the list of great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information
that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere
and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Judging Jehovah's
Witnesses: Religious Persecution and the Dawn of the Rights Revolution forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Randy Johnson:

The particular book Judging Jehovah's Witnesses: Religious Persecution and the Dawn of the Rights
Revolution has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Billie Luster:

Judging Jehovah's Witnesses: Religious Persecution and the Dawn of the Rights Revolution can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in
writing Judging Jehovah's Witnesses: Religious Persecution and the Dawn of the Rights Revolution yet
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
contemplating.

Robert Vargas:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Judging Jehovah's Witnesses: Religious
Persecution and the Dawn of the Rights Revolution can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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