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In Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage, 1816–1861,
Keith Michael Green examines key texts that illuminate forms of black bondage and captivity that existed
within and alongside slavery. In doing so, he restores to antebellum African American autobiographical
writing the fascinating heterogeneity lost if the historical experiences of African Americans are attributed to
slavery alone.
 
The book’s title is taken from the assertion by US Supreme Court chief justice Roger B. Taney in his 1857
Dred Scott decision that blacks had no rights that whites were “bound to respect.” This allusion highlights
Green’s critical assertion that the dehumanizing absurdities to which defenders of slavery resorted to justify
slavery only brought into more stark relief the humanity of African Americans.
 
A gifted storyteller, Green examines four forms of captivity: incarceration, enslavement to Native
Americans, child indentured servitude, and maritime capture. By illuminating this dense penumbra of
captivity beyond the strict definitions of slavery, he presents a fluid and holistic network of images,
vocabulary, narratives, and history. By demonstrating how these additional forms of confinement flourished
in the era of slavery, Green shows how they persisted beyond emancipation, in such a way that freed slaves
did not in fact partake of “freedom” as white Americans understood it. This gap in understanding continues
to bedevil contemporary American society, and Green deftly draws persuasive connections between past and
present.
 
A vital and convincing offering to readers of literary criticism, African American studies, and American
history, Green’s Bound to Respect brings fresh and nuanced insights to this fundamental chapter in the
American story.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Hackett:

This Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage, 1816–1861
tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Bound
to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage, 1816–1861 can be one
of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed
you actually with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy,
you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage, 1816–1861
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that
we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Patricia Whitmore:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have
read is usually Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage,
1816–1861.

Richard Zhang:

You will get this Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage,
1816–1861 by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue
if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Erin Marshall:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of
Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage, 1816–1861 as well as others sources were given expertise for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge.



In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of Black
Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage, 1816–1861 to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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