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William Sharon was surely one of the most colorful scoundrels of the nineteenth-century mining West. He
epitomized the robber barons of the nation's Gilded Age and the moral decay and corruption for which that
period remains infamous, yet he was also a visionary capitalist who controlled more than a dozen of the
greatest mines on Nevada's mighty Comstock Lode, built the Virginia & Truckee Railroad, manipulated
speculation and prices on the San Francisco Stock Exchange, and revived the collapsed Bank of California.
Sharon's archenemy Adolph Sutro called him "a thoroughly bad man - a man entirely void of principle,"
while a Comstock neighbor called him "one of the best men that ever lived in Virginia City." Both
descriptions were reasonably accurate. In this first-ever biography of one of Nevada's most reviled historical
figures, author Michael Makley examines Sharon's complex nature and the turbulent times in which he
flourished. Arriving in San Francisco shortly after the Gold Rush began, Sharon saw his fortunes grow with
those of the city. He was involved in real estate, politics, banking, and the San Francisco Stock Exchange,
and was a party in several of the era's most shocking business and sexual scandals. When he moved to
Virginia City, Nevada's mushrooming silver boomtown, his business dealings there soon made him known as
the "King of the Comstock." Makley's engaging and meticulously researched account not only lays bare the
life of the notorious and enigmatic Sharon but also examines the broader historical context of his career - the
complex business relationships between San Francisco and the booming gold and silver mining camps of the
Far West, the machinations of rampant Gilded Age capitalism, and the sophisticated financial and
technological infrastructure supporting Virginia City's boomtown economy. "The Infamous King of the
Comstock" offers a highly readable, fresh perspective on Nevada and the mining West during one of the
country's most decadent and corrupt eras.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brock:

Here thing why this particular The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age
In The West (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not.
The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age In The West (Shepperson
Series in Nevada History) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And
The Gilded Age In The West (Shepperson Series in Nevada History). It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Infamous King Of
The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age In The West (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) in
e-book can be your choice.

Janice Wilson:

The experience that you get from The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded
Age In The West (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) will be the more deep you digging the information
that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard
to know but The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age In The West
(Shepperson Series in Nevada History) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this kind of The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The
Gilded Age In The West (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) instantly.

Margaret Conley:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the publication untitled The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age
In The West (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.



Ernestine Biggs:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be go through.
The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age In The West (Shepperson
Series in Nevada History) can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short time
problems.
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