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A major work of history, "The Great Tax Wars" is the gripping, epic story of six decades of often violent
conflict over wealth, power, and fairness that gave America the income tax. It's the story of a tumultuous
period of radical change, from Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War through the progressive era under
Theodore Roosevelt and ending with Woodrow Wilson and World War I. During these years of upheaval,
America was transformed from an agrarian society into a mighty industrial nation as great fortunes were
amassed, militant farmers and workers rebelled against concentrations of vast wealth and power, class war
was narrowly averted, and America emerged as a global power. Award-winning journalist Steven R.
Weisman begins his narrative with the Civil War, when Lincoln imposed the nation's first income tax to pay
the Union Army and dampen dangerous resentment against bankers, merchants, and factory owners who
profited from the war. Repealed by Congress after the war, the tax was reenacted in 1894 to deal with the
nation's worst economic collapse until that time. By reducing the government's heavy reliance on tariffs for
revenue, the tax benefited farmers in the West and South who were rebelling against the high cost of imports
and goods manufactured in the North and East. But a year later, the Supreme Court declared the income tax
unconstitutional, plunging the court into one of the worst controversies it has endured and once again pitting
region against region and workers and farmers against industrialists. The court's decision also handed
populist congressman William Jennings Bryan of Nebraska, who was a champion of the tax, a major issue in
his unsuccessful campaign forpresident in 1896. The turn of the century brought an outpouring of
progressive reforms under President Roosevelt. Toward the end of his term, T.R. proposed an income tax to
help break the excessive power of the wealthy and the trusts and banks they controlled, but it took a deal
between President William Howard Taft and Congress in 1909, and then ratification of the Sixteenth
Amendment to the Constitution, to finally get the tax enacted in 1913. The tax took effect just as Wilson
entered the White House and in time to finance America's involvement in World War I. "The Great Tax
Wars" features an extraordinary cast of characters, including the powerful men who built the nation's
industries and the politicians and reformers who battled them -- from J. P. Morgan and Andrew Carnegie to
Lincoln, T.R., Wilson, Bryan, and Eugene Debs. From their ferocious battles emerged a more flexible
definition of democracy, economic justice, and free enterprise largely framed by a more progressive tax
system. Drawing on their words and on newspaper and magazine accounts of the time, Weisman shows how
the ever-controversial income tax transformed America and how today's debates about the tax echo those of
the past.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Chan:

The knowledge that you get from The Great Tax Wars: Lincoln to Wilson--The Fierce Battles over Money
and Power That Transformed the Nation is a more deep you excavating the information that hide in the
words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The
Great Tax Wars: Lincoln to Wilson--The Fierce Battles over Money and Power That Transformed the Nation
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of
The Great Tax Wars: Lincoln to Wilson--The Fierce Battles over Money and Power That Transformed the
Nation instantly.

Homer Gardner:

This The Great Tax Wars: Lincoln to Wilson--The Fierce Battles over Money and Power That Transformed
the Nation usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this The
Great Tax Wars: Lincoln to Wilson--The Fierce Battles over Money and Power That Transformed the Nation
can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed
you with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The
Great Tax Wars: Lincoln to Wilson--The Fierce Battles over Money and Power That Transformed the Nation
giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Sandra Black:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving The Great Tax Wars: Lincoln to
Wilson--The Fierce Battles over Money and Power That Transformed the Nation that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be
said as the means for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Great
Tax Wars: Lincoln to Wilson--The Fierce Battles over Money and Power That Transformed the Nation
become your own starter.

Juan Gilbert:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Great Tax Wars: Lincoln to Wilson--The



Fierce Battles over Money and Power That Transformed the Nation was bright colored and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book The Great Tax Wars: Lincoln to Wilson--The Fierce Battles over
Money and Power That Transformed the Nation has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults.
For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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