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Illustrated with color and black-and-white images of the mountain and its associated religious practices, H.
Byron Earhart's study utilizes his decades of fieldwork--including climbing Fuji with three pilgrimage
groups--and his research into Japanese and Western sources to offer a comprehensive overview of the
evolving imagery of Mount Fuji from ancient times to the present day. Included in the book is a link to his
twenty-eight minute streaming video documentary of Fuji pilgrimage and practice, Fuji: Sacred Mountain of
Japan.
Beginning with early reflections on the beauty and power associated with the mountain in medieval Japanese
literature, Earhart examines how these qualities fostered spiritual practices such as Shugendo, which
established rituals and a temple complex at the mountain as a portal to an ascetic otherworld. As a focus of
worship, the mountain became a source of spiritual insight, rebirth, and prophecy through the practitioners
Kakugyo and Jikigyo, whose teachings led to social movements such as Fujido (the way of Fuji) and to a
variety of pilgrimage confraternities making images and replicas of the mountain for use in local rituals.
Earhart shows how the seventeenth-century commodification of Mount Fuji inspired powerful interpretive
renderings of the "peerless" mountain of Japan, such as those of the nineteenth-century print masters
Hiroshige and Hokusai, which were largely responsible for creating the international reputation of Mount
Fuji. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, images of Fuji served as an expression of a unique and
superior Japanese culture. With its distinctive shape firmly embedded in Japanese culture but its ethical,
ritual, and spiritual associations made malleable over time, Mount Fuji came to symbolize ultranationalistic
ambitions in the 1930s and early 1940s, peacetime democracy as early as 1946, and a host of artistic,
naturalistic, and commercial causes, even the exotic and erotic, in the decades since.
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From reader reviews:

Bonita Murray:

This book untitled Mount Fuji: Icon of Japan (Studies in Comparative Religion) to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Mary Young:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
book you have read will be Mount Fuji: Icon of Japan (Studies in Comparative Religion).

Marlene Wiedman:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Mount Fuji: Icon of Japan (Studies in
Comparative Religion), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Robert Ross:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
is called of book Mount Fuji: Icon of Japan (Studies in Comparative Religion). Contain your knowledge by
it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a
other place.
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