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German and Austrian music of the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries stands at the heart of the Western
musical canon. In this innovative study of various cultural practices (such as music journalism and
scholarship, singing instruction, and concerts), David Gramit examines how music became an important part
of middle-class identity. He investigates historical discourses around such topics as the aesthetic debates over
the social significance of folk music, various comparisons of the musical practices of ethnic "others" to the
German "norm," and the establishment of the concert as a privileged site of cultural activity.

Cultivating Music analyzes the ideologies of German musical discourse during its formative period.
Claiming music's importance to both social well-being and individual development, proponents of musical
culture sought to secure the status of music as an art integral to bourgeois life. They believed that "music"
referred to the autonomous musical work, meaningful in and of itself to those cultivated to experience it
properly. The social limits to that cultivation ensured that boundaries of class, gender, and educational
attainment preserved the privileged status of music despite (but also by means of) their claims for the
"universality" of their canon. Departing from the traditional focus on individual musical works, Gramit
considers the social history of the practice of music in Austro-German culture. He examines the origins of
the privileged position of the Western canon in musicological discourses and argues that we cannot fully
understand the role that canon has played without considering the interests that motivated its creators.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Evert:

The actual book Cultivating Music: The Aspirations, Interests, and Limits of German Musical Culture, 1770-
1848 will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Cultivating
Music: The Aspirations, Interests, and Limits of German Musical Culture, 1770-1848 is much recommended
to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the
book.

Noah Hansell:

The book with title Cultivating Music: The Aspirations, Interests, and Limits of German Musical Culture,
1770-1848 contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the
world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your
own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Lanell Sessions:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books
in the top checklist in your reading list is Cultivating Music: The Aspirations, Interests, and Limits of
German Musical Culture, 1770-1848. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Angela Bauer:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Cultivating Music: The Aspirations, Interests, and
Limits of German Musical Culture, 1770-1848 or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Cultivating Music: The Aspirations, Interests,
and Limits of German Musical Culture, 1770-1848 to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types
of book like this one.
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