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American Psychiatry and Homosexuality: An Oral History
Interviews and first-hand accounts of an historic decision that affected the mental health profession?and
American society and culture

Through the personal accounts of those who were there, American Psychiatry and Homosexuality: An Oral
History examines the 1973 decision by the American Psychiatric Association (APA) to remove
homosexuality from its diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (DSM). This unique book
includes candid one-on-one interviews with key mental health professionals who played a role in the APA’s
decision, those who helped organize gay, lesbian, and bisexual psychiatrists after the decision, and others
who have made significant contributions in this area within the mental health field.

American Psychiatry and Homosexuality presents an insider’s view of how homosexuality was removed
from the DSM, the gradual organization of gay and lesbian psychiatrists within the APA, and the eventual
formation of the APA-allied Association of Gay & Lesbian Psychiatrists (AGLP). The book profiles 17
individuals, both straight and gay, who made important contributions to organized psychiatry and the mental
health needs of lesbian and gay patients, and illustrates the role that gay and lesbian psychiatrists would later
play in the mental health field when they no longer had to hide their identities.

Individuals profiled in American Psychiatry and Homosexuality include:

Dr. John Fryer, who disguised his identity to speak before the APA’s annual meeting in 1972 on the●

discrimination gay psychiatrists faced in their own profession
Dr. Charles Silverstein, who saw the diagnosis of homosexuality as a means of social control●

Dr. Lawrence Hartmann, who helped reform the APA and later served as its President in 1991-92●

Dr. Robert J. Campbell, who helped persuade the APA’s Nomenclature Committee to hear scientific data●

presented by gay activists
Dr. Judd Marmor, an early psychoanalytic critic of theories that pathologized homosexuality●

Dr. Robert Spitzer, who chaired the APA’s Nomenclature Committee●

Dr. Frank Rundle, who helped organize the first meeting of what would become the APA Caucus of Gay,●

Lesbian and Bisexual Psychiatrists
Dr. David Kessler, AGLP President from 1980-82●

Dr. Nanette Gartrell, a pioneer of feminist issues within the APA●

Dr. Stuart Nichols, President of the AGLP in 1983-84 and a founding member of the Gay and Lesbian●

Psychiatrists of New York (GLPNY)
Dr. Emery Hetrick, a founding member of both AGLP and GLPNY●

Dr. Bertram Schaffner, who was instrumental in providing group psychotherapy for physicians with AIDS●

Dr. Martha Kirkpatrick, a long-time leader in psychiatry and psychoanalysis, both as a woman and an “out”●

lesbian
Dr. Richard Isay, the first openly gay psychoanalyst in the American Psychoanalytic Association●

Dr. Richard Pillard, best known for studying the incidence of homosexuality in families of twins●

Dr. Edward Hanin, former Speaker of the APA Assembly●

Dr. Ralph Roughton, the first openly gay Training and Supervising Psychoanalyst to be recognized within●

the American and International Psychoanalytic Associations

American Psychiatry and Homosexuality presents the personal, behind-the-scenes accounts of a major
historical event in psychiatry and medicine and of a decision that has affected society and culture ever since.



This is an essential resource for mental health educators, supervisors, and professionals; historians; and
LGBT readers in general.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard McLaren:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book American Psychiatry and Homosexuality: An Oral
History. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book American Psychiatry and Homosexuality: An Oral History. You can add know-how and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet system. It
is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

John McDole:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide American Psychiatry and
Homosexuality: An Oral History will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
suited book with you?

William McNally:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
American Psychiatry and Homosexuality: An Oral History will give you a new experience in studying a
book.

John Warner:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book American Psychiatry and Homosexuality: An Oral History we can acquire more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book
American Psychiatry and Homosexuality: An Oral History. You can more inviting than now.
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