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Before Columbus, the Americas were populated by many indigenous cultures, with a great diversity of
religions. After 1492, European governments and churches dominated religious life. While Roman
Catholicism was the official religion, great religious hybridization occurred, mixing European, indigenous,
and often African traditions into distinctly New World forms. Latin American Religions provides an
introduction through documents to the historical development and contemporary expressions of religious life
in South and Central America, Mexico, and the Spanish-speaking Caribbean. A central feature of this text is
its inclusion of both primary and secondary materials, including letters, sermons, journal entries, ritual
manuals, and ancient sacred texts. These documents provide readers with direct access to the voices of
adherents, enabling them to act as academic investigators, experiencing and interpreting the same texts on
which historians draw. The documents are framed by substantive introductions which provide both historical
context and theoretical insights for the study of these religions traditions and the ways in which they have
developed over time. From the religious traditions of the Mayas and Aztecs and of the African diaspora, to
official and popular Catholicism, to liberation theology, the rise of Pentecostalism, and emerging trends and
new religious movements in Latin America, this new work offers a concise overview of this fascinating field.
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From reader reviews:

June Whitaker:

The book Latin American Religions: Histories and Documents in Context gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a
book Latin American Religions: Histories and Documents in Context for being your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like start and read a e-book Latin American Religions: Histories and
Documents in Context. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Kyle Gill:

This book untitled Latin American Religions: Histories and Documents in Context to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Marian Storie:

The reason why? Because this Latin American Religions: Histories and Documents in Context is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Jessica Duncan:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This Latin American Religions: Histories and Documents in Context
can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't
and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Latin American Religions: Histories
and Documents in Context.
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