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The landscape of American literature was fundamentally changed when Flannery O'Connor stepped onto the
scene with her first published book, Wise Blood, in 1952. Her fierce, sometimes comic novels and stories
reflected the darkly funny, vibrant, and theologically sophisticated woman who wrote them. Brad Gooch
brings to life O'Connor's significant friendships--with Robert Lowell, Elizabeth Hardwick, Walker Percy,
and James Dickey among others--and her deeply felt convictions, as expressed in her communications with
Thomas Merton, Elizabeth Bishop, and Betty Hester. Hester was famously known as "A" in O'Connor's
collected letters, The Habit of Being, and a large cache of correspondence to her from O'Connor was made
available to scholars, including Brad Gooch, in 2006. O'Connor's capacity to live fully--despite the chronic
disease that eventually confined her to her mother's farm in Georgia--is illuminated in this engaging and
authoritative biography.

PRAISE FOR FLANNERY

"Flannery O'Connor, one of the best American writers of short fiction, has found her ideal biographer in
Brad Gooch. With elegance and fairness, Gooch deals with the sensitive areas of race and religion in
O'Connor's life. He also takes us back to those heady days after the war when O'Connor studied creative
writing at Iowa. There is much that is new in this book, but, more important, everything is presented in a
strong, clear light." --Edmund White

"This splendid biography gives us no saint or martyr but the story of a gifted and complicated woman, bent
on making the best of the difficult hand fate has dealt her, whether it is with grit and humor or with an
abiding desire to make palpable to readers the terrible mystery of God's grace." --Frances Kiernan, author of
Seeing Mary Plain: A Life of Mary McCarthy

"A good biographer is hard to find. Brad Gooch is not merely good-he is extraordinary. Blessed with the eye
and ear of a novelist, he has composed the life that admirers of the fierce and hilarious Georgia genius have
long been hoping for." -- Joel Conarroe, President Emeritus, John Simon Guggenheim Foundation
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From reader reviews:

Eugene Obrien:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question
since just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Flannery: A Life of Flannery
O'Connor to read.

Derrick Tompkins:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Flannery: A Life of Flannery O'Connor book is readable by simply
you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
involving Flannery: A Life of Flannery O'Connor content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do
you nevertheless thinking Flannery: A Life of Flannery O'Connor is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Louis Chavez:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
actually Flannery: A Life of Flannery O'Connor.

Anita Rodriguez:

Beside that Flannery: A Life of Flannery O'Connor in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have Flannery: A Life of Flannery O'Connor because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from now!
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