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From meadows to marshlands, seashores to suburbs, field guides help us identify many of the things we find
outdoors: plants, insects, mammals, birds. In these texts, nature is typically represented, both in words and
images, as ordered, clean, and untouched by human technology and development. This preoccupation with
species identification, however, has produced an increasingly narrow view of nature, a "binocular vision,"
that separates the study of individual elements from a range of larger, interconnected environmental issues.
In this book, Spencer Schaffner reconsiders this approach to nature study by focusing on how birds are
presented in field guides.

Starting with popular books from the late nineteenth century and moving ultimately to the electronic guides
of the current day, Binocular Vision contextualizes birdwatching field guides historically, culturally, and in
terms of a wide range of important environmental issues. Schaffner questions the assumptions found in field
guides to tease out their ideological workings. He argues that the sanitized world represented in these guides
misleads readers by omitting industrial landscapes and so-called nuisance birds, leaving users of the guides
disconnected from environmental degradation and its impact on bird populations.

By putting field guides into direct conversation with concerns about species conservation, environmental
management, the human alteration of the environment, and the problem of toxic pollution, Binocular Vision
is a field guide to field guides that takes a novel perspective on how we think about and interact with the
world around us.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Kline:

The book Binocular Vision: The Politics of Representation in Birdwatching Field Guides (Critical
Perspectives in the History of Environmental Design) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use
to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Binocular Vision: The Politics of
Representation in Birdwatching Field Guides (Critical Perspectives in the History of Environmental Design)
to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a
publication Binocular Vision: The Politics of Representation in Birdwatching Field Guides (Critical
Perspectives in the History of Environmental Design). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide
or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

James Anderson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Binocular Vision: The Politics of
Representation in Birdwatching Field Guides (Critical Perspectives in the History of Environmental Design)
is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Maureen Bonds:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Binocular Vision: The Politics
of Representation in Birdwatching Field Guides (Critical Perspectives in the History of Environmental
Design) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react to
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you could pick Binocular Vision: The Politics of Representation in Birdwatching Field Guides
(Critical Perspectives in the History of Environmental Design) become your own personal starter.

Kirk Thomas:

Beside this kind of Binocular Vision: The Politics of Representation in Birdwatching Field Guides (Critical
Perspectives in the History of Environmental Design) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through



the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing
to have Binocular Vision: The Politics of Representation in Birdwatching Field Guides (Critical Perspectives
in the History of Environmental Design) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen
if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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