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In September 1940, Walter Benjamin committed suicide in Port Bou on the Spanish-French border when it
appeared that he and his travelling partners would be denied passage into Spain in their attempt to escape the
Nazis. In 2002, one of anthropology’s—and indeed today’s—most distinctive writers, Michael Taussig,
visited Benjamin’s grave in Port Bou. The result is “Walter Benjamin’s Grave,” a moving essay about the
cemetery, eyewitness accounts of Benjamin’s border travails, and the circumstances of his demise. It is the
most recent of eight revelatory essays collected in this volume of the same name.

“Looking over these essays written over the past decade,” writes Taussig, “I think what they share is a love
of muted and defective storytelling as a form of analysis. Strange love indeed; love of the wound, love of the
last gasp.” Although thematically these essays run the gamut—covering the monument and graveyard at Port
Bou, discussions of peasant poetry in Colombia, a pact with the devil, the peculiarities of a shaman’s body,
transgression, the disappearance of the sea, New York City cops, and the relationship between flowers and
violence—each shares Taussig’s highly individual brand of storytelling, one that depends on a deep
appreciation of objects and things as a way to retrieve even deeper philosophical and anthropological
meanings. Whether he finds himself in Australia, Colombia, Manhattan, or Spain, in the midst of a book or a
beach, whether talking to friends or staring at a monument, Taussig makes clear through these marvelous
essays that materialist knowledge offers a crucial alternative to the increasingly abstract, globalized,
homogenized, and digitized world we inhabit.

Pursuing an adventure that is part ethnography, part autobiography, and part cultural criticism refracted
through the object that is Walter Benjamin’s grave, Taussig, with this collection, provides his own literary
memorial to the twentieth century’s greatest cultural critic.
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From reader reviews:

James Dorman:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Walter Benjamin's
Grave? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together
with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Latoya Jones:

The experience that you get from Walter Benjamin's Grave could be the more deep you digging the
information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to understand but Walter Benjamin's Grave giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of
this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this specific Walter Benjamin's Grave instantly.

Cliff Boyd:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Walter Benjamin's Grave can give you a lot of
friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you
to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Walter Benjamin's Grave.

Lola Behrendt:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the book
Walter Benjamin's Grave we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person
must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life with this book Walter Benjamin's Grave. You can more pleasing than now.
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