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Napoleon’s campaigns were the most complex military undertakings in history before the nineteenth century.
But the defining battles of Austerlitz, Borodino, and Waterloo changed more than the nature of warfare.
Concepts of chance, contingency, and probability became permanent fixtures in the West’s understanding of
how the world works. Empire of Chance examines anew the place of war in the history of Western thought,
showing how the Napoleonic Wars inspired a new discourse on knowledge.

Soldiers returning from the battlefields were forced to reconsider basic questions about what it is possible to
know and how decisions are made in a fog of imperfect knowledge. Artists and intellectuals came to see war
as embodying modernity itself. The theory of war espoused in Carl von Clausewitz’s classic treatise
responded to contemporary developments in mathematics and philosophy, and the tools for solving military
problems?maps, games, and simulations?became models for how to manage chance. On the other hand, the
realist novels of Balzac, Stendhal, and Tolstoy questioned whether chance and contingency could ever be
described or controlled.

As Anders Engberg-Pedersen makes clear, after Napoleon the state of war no longer appeared exceptional
but normative. It became a prism that revealed the underlying operative logic determining the way society is
ordered and unfolds.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Gallagher:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Empire of Chance: The Napoleonic Wars and the
Disorder of Things will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with
you?

Joni Griffith:

Beside this Empire of Chance: The Napoleonic Wars and the Disorder of Things in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Empire of Chance: The Napoleonic Wars and the Disorder of Things
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you
rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss this? Find this book and read it from today!

Lena Drew:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top list in your reading list is usually Empire of Chance: The Napoleonic Wars and the Disorder of
Things. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person.
By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Ronald Griffin:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know everything
we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This e-book Empire of Chance: The Napoleonic Wars and the Disorder of Things was filled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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