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The 2000 presidential race resulted in the highest-profile ballot battle in over a century. But it is far from the
only American election determined by a handful of votes and marred by claims of fraud. Since the founding
of the nation, violence frequently erupted as the votes were being counted, and more than a few elections
produced manifestly unfair results. Despite America's claim to be the world's greatest democracy, its
adherence to the basic tenets of democratic elections-the ability to count ballots accurately and fairly even
when the stakes are high-has always been shaky. A rigged gubernatorial election in New York in 1792 nearly
ended in calls for another revolution, and an 1899 gubernatorial race even resulted in an assassination.
Though acts of violence have decreased in frequency over the past century, fairness and accuracy in ballot
counting nonetheless remains a basic problem in American political life.

In Ballot Battles, Edward Foley presents a sweeping history of election controversies in the United States,
tracing how their evolution generated legal precedents that ultimately transformed how we determine who
wins and who loses. While weaving a narrative spanning over two centuries, Foley repeatedly returns to an
originating event: because the Founding Fathers despised parties and never envisioned the emergence of a
party system, they wrote a constitution that did not provide clear solutions for high-stakes and highly-
contested elections in which two parties could pool resources against one another. Moreover, in the
American political system that actually developed, politicians are beholden to the parties which they
represent - and elected officials have typically had an outsized say in determining the outcomes of extremely
close elections that involve recounts. This underlying structural problem, more than anything else, explains
why intense ballot battles that leave one side feeling aggrieved will continue to occur for the foreseeable
future.

American democracy has improved dramatically over the last two centuries. But the same cannot be said for
the ways in which we determine who wins the very close races. From the founding until today, there has
been little progress toward fixing the problem. Indeed, supporters of John Jay in 1792 and opponents of
Lyndon Johnson in the 1948 Texas Senate race would find it easy to commiserate with Al Gore after the
2000 election. Ballot Battles is not only the first full chronicle of contested elections in the US. It also
provides a powerful explanation of why the American election system has been-and remains-so ineffective at
deciding the tightest races in a way that all sides will agree is fair.
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From reader reviews:

Carmen Jensen:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that
question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Ballot Battles: The History of Disputed
Elections in the United States to read.

Robert Hicks:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Ballot
Battles: The History of Disputed Elections in the United States suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Ballot Battles: The History of Disputed Elections in
the United Statesis the one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just
before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Rhonda Yowell:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Ballot Battles: The History of Disputed Elections in the United States, you may tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a book.

Misty Ware:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as
of book Ballot Battles: The History of Disputed Elections in the United States. Contain your knowledge by
it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier
to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other



place.
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