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*Explains how Athens and Sparta mastered warfare on land and sea, including the use of hoplites and
triremes.
*Discusses the lives and legacies of famous Athenians and Spartans, including Leonidas, Lycurgus, Plato,
Pericles, and more.
*Includes Pericles' Funeral Oration from the Peloponnesian War.
*Explains the political systems used by Athens and Sparta and their unique cultures.
*Includes pictures of Athens and Sparta, as well as depictions of important people, places, and events.
*Includes a Bibliography for further reading.
“What I would prefer is that you should fix your eyes every day on the greatness of Athens as she really is,
and should fall in love with her. When you realize her greatness, then reflect that what made her great was
men with a spirit of adventure, men who knew their duty, men who were ashamed to fall below a certain
standard." – The Funeral Oration of Pericles, quoted by Thucydides
“The walls of Sparta were its young men, and its borders the points of their spears.” – attributed to King
Agesilaos
For 2500 years, the Ancient Greeks have fascinated the West, who look to Greece as the creators of Western
culture. Indeed, the Greeks revolutionized warfare, art, architecture, government, philosophy, and more. Of
all the Greeks' accomplishments, many can be credited to the two most famous city-states of all: Athens and
Sparta.
The most unique city-state in Ancient Greece was Sparta, which continues to fascinate contemporaneous
society. It is not entirely clear why Sparta placed such a great emphasis on having a militaristic society, but
the result was that military fitness was a preoccupation from birth. If a Spartan baby did not appear
physically fit at birth, it was left to die. Spartan children underwent military training around the age of 7
years old, and every male had to join the army around the age of 18.
The Spartans, whose carefully constructed approach to warfare and – there is no other word for it – Spartan
way of life, earned the grudging admiration of all of Greece and succeeded in establishing themselves in the
years following the reforms of the semi-legendary ruler Lycurgus as the greatest military force in all of
Hellas. Athens might have the mightiest fleet and the greatest cadre of philosophers and dramatists, Thessaly
might have had the most vaunted cavalry, and the great city-states of Argos, Thebes and Corinth all had their
own claims to fame, but on the battlefield the Spartan phalanx stood without peer.
Athens was a military force in its own right, but it's chiefly remembered for its political system, which would
in time form the nucleus of all Western democratic systems of government, and the remarkable number of
outstanding individuals who lived and flourished in the enlightened city-state. The Ancient Athenians
formed the backbone of the West’s entire culture, from the arts to philosophy and everything inbetween.
In the field of medicine, the great physician Hippocrates not only advanced the practical knowledge of
human anatomy and care-giving but changed the entire face of the medical profession. The great
philosophers of Athens revolutionized the way men thought about reason, logic, rhetoric, politics, and good
and evil. Great architects and sculptors such as Phidias produced works of art of such breathtaking realism
and startling dynamism that they later formed the driving force behind the resurgence of sculpture during the
Renaissance. And this does not take into account the host of equally brilliant mathematicians, natural
philosophers, historians, astronomers and politicians that the city’s great schools nurtured and produced.
Athens & Sparta comprehensively covers the history and culture of the famous Greek city-states, looking at
their cultural, political, and military past, and examining all their accomplishments. You will learn about
Athens and Sparta like you never have before.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dean:

This Athens & Sparta: Ancient Greece's Famous City-States book is not really ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Athens & Sparta: Ancient Greece's Famous City-States without we
comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Athens & Sparta: Ancient Greece's Famous City-States can bring any time you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Athens & Sparta: Ancient Greece's Famous City-States having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Betty Abbott:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them
is this Athens & Sparta: Ancient Greece's Famous City-States.

Jean McCallum:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Athens & Sparta: Ancient Greece's Famous City-
States, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Katrice Fredericksen:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer might be Athens & Sparta: Ancient Greece's Famous City-States why because the
excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or



content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.
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