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Landscape, politics and history: the Italian mountains as a crucible of national and natural identity. This book
is part of a wider current in environmental history, that explores the links between nature and nation. It
uncovers how Italian identity and mountains have constituted one another. It argues that state regimes since
unification in 1861 have made mountains into national symbols and resources, thereby affecting mountain
communities and ecosystems. The nationalisation of Italian mountains has been a story of military conquest
and resistance, ecological and social transformation, expropriating resources and imposing meanings. The
wind of 'big' history was rolling through the Alps and the Apennines: State building and national identities,
totalitarianism and democracy, economic development and environmental protection, scientific knowledge
and vernacular practices are the substance of this book. The book starts with the revaluation of mountains as
the repository of the last Italian wilderness and chronicles the discovery/ invention of mountains as wild,
primitive, and rebellious places needing to be tamed. World War I permanently transformed mountain
landscapes and people, nationalising both. When the Fascists came to power, the process of politicisation of
mountains reached its acme; the regime constructed and exploited mountains both rhetorically and
materially, on one hand celebrating ruralism and rural people and, on the other, giving mountain natural
resources to large hydro-electric corporations. Having been the sanctuary of Resistance against the Nazi-
Fascist occupation, the Italian mountains were emptied by the economic boom of the 1960s; only recently
have the green of natural parks and the white of the ski resorts become the distinctive colors of the new,
tourist-oriented Italian mountains.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Stewart:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled A Rugged Nation: Mountains and the Making of Modern Italy.
Try to stumble through book A Rugged Nation: Mountains and the Making of Modern Italy as your good
friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Lorenzo Brown:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible A Rugged Nation: Mountains
and the Making of Modern Italy? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion
or you have various other opinion?

Barbara Palmer:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book A Rugged Nation: Mountains and the Making of
Modern Italy was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information.
It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book A Rugged Nation: Mountains and the Making of Modern
Italy is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book A
Rugged Nation: Mountains and the Making of Modern Italy. You never feel lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Samuel Ware:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The A Rugged Nation: Mountains and the Making of Modern Italy provide you
with a new experience in examining a book.
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