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When did war begin? Standard military accounts tend to start with the Graeco-Persian wars, laying undue
emphasis on the preeminence of Greek heavy infantry. But, as this strikingly original and entertaining book
shows, the origins of war can be traced back not to the Iron Age, or even to the Bronze Age, but to the
emergence of settled life itself nearly 10,000 years ago. The military revolution that occurred then—the
invention of major new weapons, the massive fortifications, the creation of strategy and tactics—ultimately
gave rise to the great war machines of ancient Egypt, Assyria, and Persia that dominated the Near East until
the time of Alexander the Great.It is Arther Ferrill’s thesis that in the period before Alexander there were two
independent lines of military development—a Near Eastern one culminating in the expert integration of
cavalry, skirmishers, and light infantry and a Greek one based on heavy infantry. When Philip and Alexander
blended the two traditions in their crack Macedonian army, the result was a style of warfare that continued,
despite technological changes, down to Napoleon.This newly revised edition presents detailed and copiously
illustrated accounts of all the major battles on land and sea up to the fourth century b.c., analyzes weapons
from the sling to the catapult, and discusses ancient strategy and tactics, making this a book for armchair
historians everywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Jones:

The book The Origins of War: From the Stone Age to Alexander the Great can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The Origins of
War: From the Stone Age to Alexander the Great? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book The Origins of War: From the Stone Age to Alexander the Great has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

William Johnson:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Origins of War: From the Stone Age to Alexander the Great book is
readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer of The Origins of War: From the Stone Age to Alexander the Great content conveys prospect easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by
means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Origins of War: From the Stone Age to Alexander the
Great is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Rebecca Kendrick:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The
Origins of War: From the Stone Age to Alexander the Great, you can tells your family, friends and soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Sanjuana Day:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Origins of War: From the Stone Age
to Alexander the Great e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question The Origins of War: From the
Stone Age to Alexander the Great as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one



guide that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.
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