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One of the first maps of Mars, published by an Italian astronomer in 1877, with its pattern of canals, fueled
belief in intelligent life forms on the distant red planet—a hope that continued into the 1960s. Although the
Martian canals have long since been dismissed as a famous error in the history of science, K. Maria D. Lane
argues that there was nothing accidental about these early interpretations. Indeed, she argues, the
construction of Mars as an incomprehensibly complex and engineered world both reflected and challenged
dominant geopolitical themes during a time of major cultural, intellectual, political, and economic transition
in the Western world.

Geographies of Mars telescopes in on a critical period in the development of the geographical imagination,
when European imperialism was at its zenith and American expansionism had begun in earnest. Astronomers
working in the new observatories of the American Southwest or in the remote heights of the South American
Andes were inspired, Lane finds, by their own physical surroundings and used representations of the Earth’s
arid landscapes to establish credibility for their observations of Mars. With this simple shift to the
geographer’s point of view, Lane deftly explains some of the most perplexing stances on Mars taken by
familiar protagonists such as Percival Lowell, Alfred Russel Wallace, and Lester Frank Ward. 

A highly original exploration of geography’s spatial dimensions at the beginning of the twentieth century,
Geographies of Mars offers a new view of the mapping of far-off worlds.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Brown:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Geographies of
Mars: Seeing and Knowing the Red Planet? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Linda Pinkerton:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Geographies of Mars: Seeing and Knowing
the Red Planet. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Shirley Akins:

The actual book Geographies of Mars: Seeing and Knowing the Red Planet has a lot info on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after scanning this book.

Carolyn Rodriguez:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Geographies of Mars: Seeing and Knowing the
Red Planet can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Geographies of Mars: Seeing and
Knowing the Red Planet.
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