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As the world’s only superpower, America’s foreign policy inevitably has a major impact Ð be it positive or
negative - on contemporary international affairs. Since the terrorist attacks of 9/11, George W. Bush’s
decision to move away from multilateral decision-making toward a more aggressive, pre-emptive style of
foreign policy attracted widespread debate, and criticism, throughout the world. Reversing direction, the
Barack Obama presidency is placing greater emphasis on constructive or peaceful engagement within
multilateral frameworks, relying on special envoys to deal with some of the thorniest problems.

In this book, Paul Viotti explores American foreign policy from the founding of the republic in the late 18th
Century to the present day. Part 1 examines the broad policy options available to the US government:
namely, peaceful engagement, containment through deterrence or coercive diplomacy, and armed
intervention. Part 2 looks at the American experience in foreign policy. By exploring early precedents and
elite practices, the moralism of American exceptionalism as well as the roots of an expansionist American
foreign policy, the discussion draws out the continuities running from the 18th century to the present. Part 3
concludes with an analysis of the politics of interest on the Potomac with analysis of the interplay of
contending policy elites, factions and parties influencing foreign policy making today.

Assessing alternatives, the author concludes that even though containment and armed intervention will
remain part of the way the United States conducts its foreign policy, diplomatic engagement options are the
most promising course of action for the coming decades.
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From reader reviews:

David Ramos:

The book American Foreign Policy: Theoretical Essays make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need
to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension
or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book American Foreign Policy:
Theoretical Essays to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase
your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a
book American Foreign Policy: Theoretical Essays. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

George Walker:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title American
Foreign Policy: Theoretical Essays suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled American Foreign Policy: Theoretical Essaysis the one of several books that will
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world
within this book.

Alex Santana:

American Foreign Policy: Theoretical Essays can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge
in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing American Foreign Policy: Theoretical
Essays although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Kyra Franson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
time to be study. American Foreign Policy: Theoretical Essays can be your answer as it can be read by a
person who have those short free time problems.
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