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For all that has been written about the Civil War's impact on the urban northeast and southern home fronts,
we have until now lacked a detailed picture of how it affected specific communitiesin the Union's
Midwestern heartland. Nicole Etcheson offers a deeply researched microhistory of one such
community—Putnam County, Indiana, from the Compromise of 1850 to the end of Reconstruction—and
shows how its citizens responded to and were affected by the war.

Delving into the everyday life of asmall town in one of the nineteenth century's bellwether states, A
Generation at War considers the Civil War within amuch broader chronological context than other accounts.
It ranges across three decades to show how the issues of the day—particularly race and
sectionalism—temporarily displaced economic and temperance concerns, how the racial attitudes of northern
whites changed, and how a generation of young men and women coped with the transformative experience
of war.

Etcheson interrel ates an impressively wide range of topics. Through temperance and alcohol sheillustrates
nativism and class consciousness, while through an account of a murder she probes ethnicity, politics, and
gender. She reveas how some women wanted to "maintain dependence" and how the war gave independence
to others, as pensions allowed them to survive without a male provider. And she chronicles the major shiftin
race relations as the most revolutionary change: blacks had been excluded from Indianain the 1850s but
were invited into Putnam County by 1880.

Etcheson personalizes all of these issues through human stories, bringing to life people previously ignored by
history, whether veterans demanding recognition of their sacrifice, women speaking out against liquor, or
Copperheads parading against Republicans. The introduction of race with the North Carolina Exodusters
marks a particularly effective lens for seeing how the idealism unleashed by Lincoln's war influenced the
North. Etcheson also helps us understand how white Southernerstried to reunify the country on the basis of
shared white racism.

Drawing on personal papers, local newspapers, pension petitions, Exoduster pamphlets, and more, Etcheson

demonstrates how microhistory helps give new meaning to larger events. A Generation at War opens a new
window on the impact of the Civil War on the agrarian North.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Cardona;

Now aday individuals who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How alot
more to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this A Generation at War:
The Civil War Erain a Northern Community book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course theinfo in this book hundred % guarantees thereis no doubt in it you know.

Benjamin White:

This book untitled A Generation at War: The Civil War Erain a Northern Community to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get alot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
publication from your list.

Carmdlita Ratliff:

The particular book A Generation at War: The Civil War Erain a Northern Community has alot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was authored
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Darren Reid:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving A Generation at War: The Civil War
Erain aNorthern Community that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for
the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want
to start studying as your good habit, you can pick A Generation at War: The Civil War Erain aNorthern
Community become your own starter.
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