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WG Sumner (1840-1910) was a sociologist at Yale University, a historian of American banking, and great
expositor of classical liberalism. Yes, this is the man often dismissed today as an outmoded "Social
Darwinist"--and this book shows why it is so important to the statists that his work is not given a fair
hearing. What the Social Classes Owe to Each Otherwas first published in 1883, and it asks a crucially
important question: Does any class or interest group have the duty and burden of fighting the battles of life
for any other class or of solving the social problems to the satisfaction of any other class or group? Sumner
saw that the assumption of group obligation was destined to be a driving force behind the rise of social
management in the future. Capital owes labor, the rich owe the poor, producers owe consumers, one sex
owes another, one race owes another, this country owes that country, and so on ad infinitum. How right he
was, how incredibly prescient, to see this coming. The assumption behind all these claims, writes Sumner, is
that society consists of layers and layers of hidden and roiling conflicts and fights that can only be resolved
by state intervention. These conflicts are rooted in the supposed reality that one group wins only at the
expense of another group. The gains of some imply the losses of others. The path to achievement in society
is trod over the well being of others, and, similarly, the plight of under-achievers is due to injustice. So
ingrained is this model of society that it is rarely questioned in public life today. Our politics consists almost
entirely of the working out of these supposed conflicts and their attendant demands via public policy.
Sumner not only tackles this view directly, he makes a strong contrary claim: under freedom, no group is
obligated to serve another by force. 147 pages, 6" x 9", Paperback 2007
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From reader reviews:

Lily Pawlak:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you should have this What Social Classes Owe Each Other.

Carolyn Fletcher:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled What Social
Classes Owe Each Other? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different
opinion?

Carolyn Ziolkowski:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This What Social Classes Owe Each Other is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Marge Lee:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be study.
What Social Classes Owe Each Other can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who
have those short free time problems.
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